


MISSION
STATEMENT

Oikonos studies and protects imperiled ecosystems by 
engaging diverse communities through innovative 

scientific and artistic collaborations
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Protect breeding habitats, food webs, and populations. 

Improve the conservation status of threatened species. 

Incorporate biodiversity and ecosystem knowledge 
into policies and society. 

Create lasting stewardship of critical habitats and wildlife
through community partnerships. 

Establish transdisciplinary collaborations 
that develop tools and solutions. 
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Experiment with 3D printing ceramics 

to improve efficiency and production. 

Design features that exclude predators 

and insulate nests from overheating. 

Investigate success of birds breeding in

modified and natural nests.

Collaborated on the 3rd Nest 

Module Design college course with 

master ceramicist Nathan Lynch. 

Provided customized nests for birds 

on islands in California and Chile. 

Over 400 birds have nested in the clay 

modules since implementation. 

Accomplishments

Strategies

Cassin's Auklets spend most of their lives at sea searching for krill and small fish, and
starting in early spring, mated pairs return to Año Nuevo Island to nest. This chick’s

parents chose one of the clay modules, procuring a safe and stable home. Emily weighs
this downy auklet to learn if it is healthy - a favorite task for all seabird biologists.
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MAKING
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The endemic Juan Fernández Frecrown is found exclusively 
on Robinson Crusoe Island. It is the only endemic oceanic 
island hummingbird in the world, and island residents honor 
this symbol of their community through artwork, gardens, 
and conservation . 

Convey urgency to protect 

endangered birds through national 

conservation plans and public 

engagement. 

Create advisory board of experts to 

prevent species extinctions.

42 incipient invasive plant 

species  controlled to protect 

native forests and biodiversity of 

the Juan Fernández Archipelago.

After providing 91 nest 

boxes over the past 5 years, two 

nesting Rayadito pairs on 

Alejandro Selkirk were observed 

for the first time, providing novel 

insights into the ecology of one of 

Chile's rarest birds.

Partnered with fishermen to

study the rare De Filippi's Petrel

of the Desventuradas Islands. 

Accomplishments

Strategies
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TRACKING
OCEAN CHANGE

BIOINDICATORS AND 

Track seabird diets as indicators 

of marine food webs, ocean health, 

forage fish stocks, and climate change.

Inform fisheries management using 

seabird diet data to identify key 

fishery populations in the Pacific.

Strategies

Documented Rhinoceros Auklet 

diet in the California Current for 

the 25th consecutive year.

Synthesized diet, population, and 

reproduction studies of Brandt’s 

Cormorant to understand ocean 

conditions and prey populations 

in California.  

Accomplishments

Our diet studies track the proportion of anchovies (red) 
and rockfish (pale green) that Rhinoceros Auklets feed to their 
chicks. These diving seabirds, which are related to puffins, can find 
alternative prey (other colors) when their preferred fish are scarce, 
providing valuable insight into ocean health.   PHOTO: GORDON SHUKWIT, NORTHERN ANCHOVIES ©
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The winning soccer team celebrates at the annual Copa 
Fardela festival. More than 300 community members come 
together each November to welcome the returning Pink- 
footed Shearwater to Isla Mocha, Chile.   View video 

CONSERVATION
& EDUCATION

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT THROUGH 

Create more opportunities for island 

residents to directly participate in 

conservation. 

Hosted the 6th Copa Fardela to 

celebrate endemic species with 

all the residents of Isla Mocha.

Created 15 songs and 30 radio 

shows for the community of Isla 

Mocha with various important 

environmental and conservation 

themes about their island. 

Worked with teachers to 

integrate biodiversity into their 

classrooms and communities. 

Accomplishments

Strategies

Support increased appreciation for 

endemic species and biodiversity 

within the island’s youth and future 

stewards . 

https://vimeo.com/oikonos/islamochaeducationshort


PLASTIC
POLLUTION

MARINE DEBRIS & 

Share ingestion data to support ocean plastic

pollution reduction and policy. 

Identify at-risk species and monitor populations

for the impacts of plastic pollution. 

Provide schools with resources to promote ocean

literacy and to engage students and educators in

marine debris prevention. 

Of 20 seabird species sampled in Hawaii, 15 

ingested plastic, including two previously 

undocumented: the Brown Booby and the 

White-tailed Tropicbird .

In 2016, over 35,000 students learned 

about ocean plastic ingestion while 

dissecting albatross boluses from the 

Winged Ambassadors program.

Examined 115 samples of predatory fish and

found plastic in 86% of albacore tuna and

40% of skipjack sampled. 

Featured on HBO’s VICE News on plastic

pollution and its impacts. 

Accomplishments

Strategies
The Northwestern Hawaiian Islands are home to abundant 
wildlife and very few people. Even so, they are covered in marine
debris. Nesting albatross forage on 
floating plastic pieces and feed them 
to their chicks. If the chicks survive, 
they regurgitate a bolus, a mass 
of undigested food remains and 
plastic, before fledging.  These are 
collected and sent to classrooms 
across the U.S. and abroad.  View bolus story

https://vimeo.com/oikonos/albatross-bolus#t=75s


The Pink-footed Shearwater 
nests only in Chile but migrates 

as far as Canada. Unfortunately, they
run into trouble where their foraging

grounds overlap with fisheries. We use
GPS tags to identify where the birds risk
conflict with fisheries. This information

is critical to reducing bycatch of this
IUCN-listed Vulnerable species. 

INFORMING
FISHERIES

SEABIRD BYCATCH & STRANDINGS

Incorporate at-sea tracking and shoreline 

stranding data to inform sustainability in 

Chilean fisheries.

Identified the highest overlap of 

breeding shearwaters and purse seine 

fisheries in areas offshore of Valdivia 

and Concepción, Chile.

Provided demographic data (age, sex, 

health) to NOAA in a joint effort to 

understand recent increases in 

Hawaiian albatross bycatch. 

Conducted a census of all Pink-footed

Shearwater colonies and estimated

30,000 breeding pairs worldwide. 

Accomplishments

Strategies

Work with Chilean government to create

first national seabird stranding network. 

Analyze and strengthen a 10-year time 

series on seabird bycatch from Alaska and 

Hawaii longline fisheries to identify the 

most vulnerable subsets of populations.
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Agreement on the 
Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels 

 
Albatross Task Force 

 
Alliance for Zero Extinction 

 
American Bird Conservancy 

 
Año Nuevo State Park 

 
AvesChile,  Unión de Ornitólogos 

 
BeachCOMBERS 

 
BirdLife International  

 
BOEM, Dept.  of  Interior 

 
California College of Arts 

 
California Dept.  of  Fish and Wildlife,  
 Marine Wildlife Veterinary Care and 

Research Center 
 

Channel Islands National  Park 
 

Comité Nacional  Pro Defensa de la Flora
y Fauna 

 
Colegios on Islas Mocha,  Robinson 

Crusoe,  and Selkirk 
 

Conservation Metrics 
 

Cordell  Bank National  Marine Sanctuary 
 

CONAF Chile 
 

Commonwealth Scientific  and Industrial  
Research Organization 

 
David Liittschwager  

PARTNERS
2016 - 2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS SHARED WITH OUR EXTENSIVE

Go Native 

Groundswell  Coastal  Ecology 

H.T.  Harvey & Associates 

Hawai‘i  Pacific  University 

Instituto de Fomento Pesquero,  Chile 

Instituto Hórus,  Brasil  

Island Conservation 

Ka Mate nga Kiore 

Kure Atoll  Conservancy 

Last Ocean 

HI and AK Groundfish Fishers 

Fishers of  the Desventuradas 

Ministerio del  Medio Ambiente,  Chile 

Monterey Bay Aquarium 

MoreLab 

Moss Landing Marine Laboratories 
   

Nathan Lynch 

National  Fish & Wildlife Foundation 

New Zealand Dept.  of  Conservation 

NOAA Fisheries,  Alaska,  Southwest,  
and Pacific  Islands Fisheries Science 

Centers 

NOAA Fisheries,  National  Seabird 
Program  

North Pacific Groundfish Observer Program  
 

Oiled Wildlife Care Network 
 

Pacific Islands Region Observer Program in 
Hawai‘i 

 
Pacific Rim Conservation 

 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 

Monument 
 

Point Blue Conservation Science 
 

ProDelphinus 
 

Rakiura Tïtï Islands Committee, NZ 
 

Ron Real, Emerging Objects 
 

Red de Observadores, Chile 
  

SUBPESCA, Chile 
 

SERNAPESCA, Chile 
 

Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero,  Chile 
 

State of Hawai’i Department of Land and 
Natural Resources 

 
Southwest Fisheries Science Center 

 
The Hummingbird Society 

 
University of Puget Sound 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
U.S.G.S. Western Ecological Research Center 

 
U.C. Davis & Santa Cruz 

 
U.C. Natural Reserve System 



OUR STORY
LEADERSHIP & ADVISORSLEADERSHIP & ADVISORS

Valentina Colodro 
Chile Legal Representative 

Valparaíso, Chile 

Grant Ballard* 
Secretary,  San Francisco, CA 

Aaron Hebshi 
Board Member,  San Diego, CA 

Peter Hodum* 

Chile Director,  Tacoma, WA 

Cristián Pérez 

  Board Member,  Santiago, Chile 

Sophie Webb* 

Board Member, Felton, CA 

BOARD

Lloyd Fales 
David Ainley 
Lisa Ballance 
Ellen Hines 

Matthew Passmore 
Nathaniel Polish 

ADVISORS
Myra Finkelstein 

Erin Hagen 
Heather Harris 

Bill Henry 
David Hyrenbach 

Carol Keiper* 
Hannah Nevins* 

Viola Toniolo*

ASSOCIATES

In 2001, a group of ecologists, conservation biologists, and artists came together to 
found Oikonos. Their shared mission to improve biodiversity  and conservation in 
imperiled ecosystems has since become an international organization with programs 
in Hawai‘i, California, New Zealand, and Chile.

Michelle Hester* 
President,  Waimanalo, HI 

*Founders;  also Thomas Gardali and Sacha Heath 



Jessie Beck 
Ryan Carle 
Valentina Colodro 
Emily Coletta 
Guillermo De Rodt 
Gonzalo  Díaz 
Sarah Donahue 
Erica Donnelly-Greenan 
Marcelo Flores 
Paola González 
Héctor Gutiérrez 
Michelle Hester 

Peter Hodum 
Verónica López 
Pablo Manríquez 
Madi Masek 
Trinidad Mena 
Kirsten Moy 
Miguel Muñoz 
Laura Racoma 
Rolando Recabarren 
Flora Roja 
Zeke Smith 
Tiare Varela 

The Nest 
 



 $638,142 

Direct Revenue 
$673,589 

Direct Expenses 

Assets                 $279,022 

Liabilities                $1,288 

Net Assets        $277,734 

Financial Health 

FINANCES
DECEMBER 31st 2016

Chile & U.S. 
PROGRAMS

OPERATIONS & 
DEVELOPMENT

27%

73%

Since 2010, we've collaborated with dedicated partner
apply creative and novel tools to restore habitat at this crit

refuge, Año Nuevo Island. Jessie and Ryan lead a passionate team
staff and volunteers to the island weekly to track seabird breed

plant natives, and stabilize the underground ne
 View the restoration s

https://vimeo.com/oikonos/ano-nuevo-island-restoration


NOAA Alaska & Hawaii
Science Centers 

NOAA Restoration Center

National Fish & 
Wildlife Foundation

Commonwealth Scientific &  
Industrial Research of Australia

American Bird 
Conservancy

Centre for Agriculture &  
 Biosciences International

Ministerio del  
Medio Ambiente Chile

Hummingbird 
Society

Hog Island Oyster Co.

Luckenbach & Montrose 
Oil Spill Trustee Councils

Global Environmental 
Facility (GEF) UNDP

United States 
Geological Survey

Western Pacific Regional 
Fisheries Management Council

patagonia 
Santa Cruz

The Sand Hill Foundation

The University of California 
Santa Cruz

FUNDERS2016 & 2017



SUPPORTERS
GRATITUDE FOR OUR WIDE NETWORK OF

Paul Abbassi 
Joe Akers 

Joan Akers 
Gillian Ashenfelter 

Mary Ball 
Nadine Ball 

Grant Ballard 
Matthew Bansfield 

Ryan Barone 
Jennifer Biehn 

James Jeb Bishop 
Sharon Bouton 
Anthony Brake 

Sally Brien 
Kenneth Broad 
Linda Brodman 

Mary Brong 
Judy C Broughton 
Martha T Brown 

Joelle Buffa 
Stephen Butz 

David M Calleri 
Deborah Cannady 
Laurel Cardellichio 

Carrie Chen 
David Carle
Janet Carle 

Carl S. Chavez 

Helen Christianson 
Karen Courtot 

Victoria Crawford 
Bill Davis 

Laurie Davis 
Annie DeAngelo 

Karin Dienemann 
Lynette Doelp 
Judy Egyarto 

Spanaway Elementary 
Carleton Eyster 

Kristen Favia 
Chelsea Fetter 

Charles Fetter II 
Charles Fetter III 
Garrett Filemyr 
Marcelo Flores
Angela Fojtik 
Rhett Frantz 

Corinne Gibble 
Daniel Gluesenkamp 
Miguel Borja Aguiar 

González 
Jennifer Goza 

Graf-Pulvino Family 
Foundation 

Joanne Greenstein 

Jessica Griffiths 
Denise Greig 
Kate Hagan 

Kelly A. Harris 
Linda Haverstock 

Aaron Hebshi 
Birgit Heinke 
Jason Heinz 

Robert W. Henry III 
Diego Herrera 
Brian Hester 

MaryEtta Hester 
Charlotte Holmes 
Diego Holmgren 

Michael Horn 
Diana Humple 

Hung Chia Hung 
Heather Hunt 

Laurence Hutchings 
Christine Irwin 

Anna Jahns 
Leonard Paul Jankowski 

Linda A. Jordan 
Elizabeth Jordan 

Erin Kaminski 
Patricia Kawahara 

Trish Kawahara 
Andrea Kealoha 

Emma Kelsey 
Donal Kerr 
Valerie Kin 

Brian Kliesen 
Charles Kozak 
James Kremer 
Virginia Kubic 

Jason Kwiatkowski 
Christine Lee 

Samuel LeGrys 
Lance Linares 

Joanna Linsley 
Dorothy Lowman 

Jeffrey Mangel 
Mark Markwort 
Karin Martensen 

Rachel Martin
John Matusik 

John M. Mazza 
Susan McCarthy 

Diane McClain 
John Michael Jr. 

Kara Miles 
Matt Miller

Cindi Mishkin 
John Mitchell 
Lena Molinari 
Ken Morgan 

Larry Moy 
Sheryl Moy 
Ilana Nimz 

Jeanne Oakeshott 
Janet Oulton 

Chris Passfield 
Stan Peyton 

Nathaniel Polish 
Madeleine Pott 
Eva Marie Price 
Edward Pullen 

Maggie Rathmann 
Mary Ann Rempel-Hester 

Amber Russell 
David Sands 

Laurie Mahan Sawyer 
Lucas Sawyer 

Shawna Scharf 
Shirley Scharf 
David Schriger 

Lucinda Sherrer 
Carolyn Skinder 

Sandra Strauss Stern 
Terry Strachan 

S. Narayana Ganesh 
Suparamany 
Rob Suryan 

Karen Sutherland 

Ira Tattelman 
Norman Taylor 

Matthew Tedford 
Melissa Thomas 

Donna Cassin Ttee 
Alexa Tullis 

Timothy Tureson 
Two Hands Project 

Matthew Tyler 
Hilary Walecka 

Martin Ward 
Sophie Webb 

Lisa Weetman 
Zippora Wharton 
White Pine Fund 

Rosemarie A. Willimann 
Peter Wulkan 

Norine S. Yeung 
Colleen Young 

Roberto M. Zuban 

Honors to all the 
Winged Ambassador 

Educators, Año Nuevo 
volunteers, and all 

supporters  not listed 

SPECIAL THANKS to recurring donors Huet-Lee Family, the Dulik-Plemons Family, Lloyd Fales,  Ruth & Harry Hodum, Joelle Buffa, 
and Hawksglen Foundation.   LOVE to our extended family who give continual in-kind support, Maxamiliano Recabarren,  

Varela Durán Family, David Calleri,  Dave  & Nikki Sands, Colleen Nevins, Greg Hester, Alayne Meeks, Mark & Sandy Yarbrough.



Together with you and all our supporters, we are making 

meaningful contributions to protect our imperiled ecosystems and 

wildlife. Your donations and participation are critical. We love to hear 

from our communities, answer questions, and discuss future goals and 

priorities. Visit oikonos.org/people to get in touch with us. 

CONNECT & SHARE

DONATE

oikonos.org

Check donations welcomed at P.O. Box 1918, Kailua, HI 96734 USA 

 U.S. +1 (831) 515-8558  michelle@oikonos.org 

 Chile +56 9 9827 2435 trinidad@oikonos.org

THANK YOUTHANK YOU

http://www.oikonos.org/oikonos-people
http://oikonos.org/
http://oikonos.org/
https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/1297416
https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/1297416
http://www.justgive.org/nonprofits/donate.jsp?ein=03-0385067
https://npo.justgive.org/nonprofits/donate.jsp?ein=03-0385067
https://www.facebook.com/Oikonos/
https://twitter.com/OikonosEggs
https://www.instagram.com/oikonos_org/



