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Research Centre for Future Landscapes
Description:
La Trobe University’s Research Centre for Future Landscapes encompasses a broad range of research disciplines, including; ecology, evolution, biodiversity, botany, zoology and environmental science. Within our research centre, there is a strong focus on producing applied research that directly supports the recovery of threatened species and ecosystems in human-modified landscapes. Research findings are reported in a range of scientific journals, including the prestigious Science and Nature, as well as mainstream media, and it regularly serves to inform government policy.
The Research Centre for Future Landscapes is particularly specialised in conducting research into Australian endangered birds. A large number of highly-regarded, expert ornithologists currently work across a range of projects. These projects produce findings that are helping save birds on the edge of extinction.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Below is an example of some of the research strengths of the Research Centre for Future Landscapes:
· Investigating the behaviour and ecology of the endangered Mallee emu-wren (Stipiturus mallee), Malleefowl (Leipoa ocellata), Helmeted honeyeater (Lichenostomus melanops cassidix), and Black-eared miner (Manorina melanotis) (Prof Mike Clarke).
· The landscape ecology of fragmented ecosystems, including bird species persistence in endangered grassy woodland ecosystems, fire ecology and climate change impacts on threatened avifauna (Prof Andrew Bennett)
· Managing the genetics of species with critically low population numbers. Recent work has been undertaken with the critically endangered Orange-bellied parrot (Neophema chrysogaster) and Helmeted honeyeater (Dr Neil Murray).
· Investigating the biology and impact of both alien and over-abundant native species in terrestrial and marine environments. Recent projects have examined the effects of crazy ant (Anoplolepis gracilipes) invasion on Christmas Island and their role in ecosystem collapse (Dr Peter Green).
· Examining the effects of ecological extinctions and the interactions between small native mammals and invertebrates (Assoc. Prof Heloise Gibb).
· Understanding the reproductive biology of threatened alpine skinks (Dr Kylie Robert).
· Investigating the dynamics of plant communities within threatened native grassland and woodland ecosystems and the impact of natural disturbances and global environmental change (Dr John Morgan).
· Recovery of rare and threatened plants, including their mutualisms with invertebrates (Dr Susan Hoebee)
image1.jpeg
f’( LATROBE  researchcentreror

UNIVERSITY FUTURE LANDSCAPES




