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Dear Jocotoco Supporters,

It has been a challenging year, but despite all we made serious
progress toward achieving our many important conservation
goals. Read on and find out how.

In spring, Ecuador was among the countries most affected by
COVID 19 globally. No one was prepared for how quickly it
would spread or how many people would die. It was awful.
Many communities in rural Ecuador barricaded themselves
to counter the influx of people from the cities who were fleeing
the risk of virus transmission. This response, we should
remember, is deeply rooted in South American culture, where
untold numbers of indigenous people died in the past from
diseases brought by Europeans.

Thanks to everyone who responded to our emergency request
to help communities around our reserves cope with COVID 19.
Through our “Help us Support our Neighbors” campaign we
were able to move food, masks, protective gear and medical
supplies across the isolation barriers to those needing them
most. We even created temporary jobs for people to help with
guarding the reserves and to do reforestation work.

Jocotoco was quickly forced to make operational changes in
response to the crisis. Tourism ended so our cooks and booking
staff shifted to conservation work. A few of our oldest employees
retired; many had been with us from the very beginning and we
were sad to see them go.
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BALDOMIRO BECERRA
BUENAVENTURA RESERVE

Baldomiro Becerra protected Buenaventura Reserve for 20 years, even
after reaching retirement age. Baldo, who retired this year, built Jocotoco’s
first Hummingbird Garden in 2003 something that evolved into a popular
tourist attraction for Ecuadorians and foreigners alike. We honor and
thank Baldo for his long and dedicated service to Jocotoco.




EXCITING NEWS!

Besides COVID-19, one other really big change took place this
year at Jocotoco, this one much more positive. Recognizing
that much support was coming from the United States, we set
up the Jocotoco Conservation Foundation to provide donors
in the US with a tax credit. “Jocotoco-US” has been a major
success, but created too much work for its volunteer board.
Recognizing that, we have hired Wendy Willis to manage the
US operation, fundraise, and take on management of some
projects in Ecuador. Wendy, formerly with the American Bird
Conservancy, is a positive delight, full of energy and ideas -
hopefully you will get to meet her soon!

This photo of Wendy was taken on the Appalachian Trail (she
has hiked a number of sections). Prior to joining the Jocotoco
team, she and her dog Esteban hiked the Long Trail in
Vermont while hosting a “backpacking for the banded ground
cuckoo campaign.” She was able to raise $5k from her
Instagram followers which she donated to help support the
Save the Chocd campaign! In addition to a passion for birds,
Wendy and her sister own and operate a Mexican-fusion
restaurant in Winchester, VA. Welcome Wendy!

Wendy was able to raise $5,000 from her ¥

social media followers for the Save the
Chocé campaign!
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BYRON DELGADO
AYAMPE RESERVE

Not far from Las Balsas another nesting success is happening at Ayampe. Beach
cleanup and nightly patrolling has resulted in discovering at least 106 nests (with over
5000 eggs!) of the endangered Olive Ridley Turtle. Thanks to support from the British
Embassy in Quito, our park guards are working with the community to protect the
nests and to guard the hatchlings as they make their way to the sea.




kaetiy ECUADOR NEWS!

Back to Ecuador, and some exciting developments there, with
some of the most important coming from our new reserve of
Las Balsas (named for the tree). Here we've now acquired 104
hectares to protect roosting sites of the critically endangered
Lilacine Amazon, an Ecuadorian endemic. Monitoring has
demonstrated that seasonally Las Balsas holds up to 95% of
the global population! The birds roost in woodland along the
river and by day disperse into the hills to forage and nest.
Nest sites are few because so many large trees with suitable
cavities have been cut down, so Jocotoco has been doing what
we’'ve done for so many rare parrots: we supplement the natural
cavities by providing nest boxes. They're already being accepted.

Thanks to our local guards at Las Balsas we now can confirm
that we also protect a small but apparently thriving population
of Great Green Macaws - the last remaining wild population of
the guyaquilensis subspecies. We've been supplementing the
wild population with 21 captive-reared birds so far over the
last three years. Two new macaw nests were found this
year, making for a known total of three, and every one
produced young!

The Las Balsas forests are stunningly beautiful and the small
community is so welcoming to Jocotoco and to conservation
that we hope we soon can set up an ecotourism operation there.

At some times, Las Balsas holds up to 957 of
the Lilacine Amazons global population!



PATRICIO REVES
LAS BALSAS RESERVE

Thanks to support from Rainforest Trust and American Bird Conservancy, Jocotoco
was able to hire prominent community member Patricio Reyes to serve as the local
reserve guard for Las Balsas. Patricio has been instrumental in connecting
the project with community members within and around Las Balsas. He also over-
sees the daily monitoring of Lilacine Amazon roosting sites at sunset and was
responsible for finding the first nests of Lilacine and of the Great Green Macaw!




NEW RESERVE ALERT!

1. Tapichalaca 9. Chakana

2. Buenaventura  10. Ayampe

3. Yunguilla 11. La Esmeralda

4. Canande 12. Copalinga

5. Yanacocha 13. Tesoro Escondido

6. Utuana 14. Jocotoco Galapagos
1. Jorupe 15. Los Balsas

8. Narupa 16. Cerro de Arcos

RESERVAS RESERVAS CON LODGES ‘
@ RESERVES Q RESERVES WITH LODGES ECUADOR

This year we created our 16th reserve by purchasing the first 100 acres to protect habitat of the recently
discovered Blue-throated Hillstar at Cerro de Arcos (named for the dramatic arching rock formations
there). With a population of less than 200 individuals we are working quickly to restore the original
habitat and grow the hillstar’'s most important food plant, the lovely orange flowered shrub.




NORBERTO ORDONEZ NARVAEZ
CERRO DE ARCOS RESERVE

A Blue-throated Hillstar captured perching on its Chuquiraga food plant (in the Aster
family) and Jocotoco’s park guard Norberto has been planting and restoring new
plants in the reserve.




SAVE THE CHOCO

Saving the Choco is shaping up to be by far the largest project
Jocotoco has ever embarked upon - and finally the horizon is
in sight. As most will remember, the Ecuadorian Choco forest
is one of the five most threatened hotspots on Earth, and the
second most biodiverse. The number of species there rivals
what’s found in the more famous Amazonian forests but the
Choco supports significantly more endemic species. Since
2017, we expanded our Canandé-Tesoro Reserve threefold, a
notable achievement and testimony to the hard work of staff
and the generosity of many donors.

“l cannot imagine a more urgent conservation
initiative. The Chocd plants and vertebrates
are awe-inspiring in richness and heartbreaking
in their endangerment. | applaud them for their
ambitions effort and wish them every success.”

E.O. Wilson, Harvard University and author of

Diversity of Life



But now there’s more. During our work to solidify the link of Canandé Reserve to Cotacachi-Cayapas National Park to the east,
it became evident that the logging company that owned the last stand of Chocé rainforest had become willing to sell us all
of their holdings (23,000 ha, or 56,833 acres)! It won't be easy, but we are determined to save this unique lowland
rainforest from disappearing forever. Major support to do this has already come from the International Conservation Fund of
Canada, Rainforest Trust, The American Bird Conservancy, Saving Nature, March Conservation Foundation, World Land Trust, and
others. Now we want to make the final push and acquire the entire estate. It would double the total area that Jocotoco protects.

With this single purchase, we will increase the amount of protected lowland Choco by nearly 400%, and connect our Canandé
Reserve with the El Pambilar Wildlife Reserve, the Chachi Indigenous Reserve, and Cotacachi-Cayapas National Park, creating a
contiguous reserve network larger than Yosemite National Park! We will also have removed the biggest threat to the biological
integrity of the region because it was the logging company that built the roads that permitted access to the forest. With the company
gone, all road construction will stop. Finally!

Our goal is to raise $US 250,000 from our individual supporters. This amount will be matched by our institutional donors. Thus,
your donation will be doubled, and it will make a very big difference!
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A CHANCE TO CONNECT
FOUR AREAS WITH
ONE PURCHASE.

@ CANANDE RegIoN

WHAT'S FOR SALE FROM THE LOGGING COMPANY
FUNDACION JOCOTOCO RESERVE AND ALLIES

B GOVERNMENT RESERVES

B INDIGENOUS TERRITORIES
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FOREST CARE

Let us tell you about Dr Wendy Reimer of Waterloo, Canada. Wendy became interested in our Choco project and issued a challenge
to her patients in which she would match any donation made to our Save the Choco campaign. So far, her group has helped to
acquire three properties for our Canandé Reserve! As if that wasn’'t enough, Wendy offered to give a first aid course to our park
guards and to people in the community at Canande. Over 80 people participated. By all accounts the course and Wendy's visit was
a resounding success - however before going to the Chocd, Wendy may not have been aware that globally significant levels of
biodiversity included so many spiders and a certain very large coral snake. Wendy wants to return and if any of you have an idea
about what you could do for Jocotoco as a volunteer - let us know! Everything helps!
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PLEASE DONATE!

Here are several methods to make tax-deductible contributions to Fundacion Jocotoco.
If you have additional questions, please contact Wendy Willis via email, wendywillis@jocotoco.org
We thank you in advance for your ongoing support!

UNITED STATES

Jocotoco is supported by our sister organisation the Jocotoco Conservation Foundation which is a public
charity in the United States (Federal Tax ID: 83-2027203). Donations can be made as follows:

SEND A CHECK to Jocotoco Conservation Foundation, 2223 S WENTWORTH AVE SUITE 202, CHICAGO, IL 60616
ONLINE: (4RI S14dYindicate that you want to support the Chocé land acquisition.

CANADA

Our partner is the International Conservation Fund of Canada (Registered Canadian charity # 85247 8189 RR0001).
Donations can be made as follows:

SEND A CHEQUE to International Conservation Fund of Canada, P.0. Box 40, Chester, NS, B0J 1J0 — sending a cheque saves on
transaction fees. Indicate on your cheque that your donation is intended for the Ecuadorian Chocé.
ﬂNLINE:Mund then click on “Ecuador-Canande / Choco Land Acquisition” for Designated Purpose



https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E920170QE&id=8
https://paypal.me/jocotoco

UK

You can donate through World Land Trust
(Please indicate that your donation is destined for the
Jocotoco Foundation)

By postal mail: Blyth House, Bridge Street, Halesworth, Suffolk,
IP19 8AB, United Kingdom.

By email: donations@worldlandtrust.org

Online donations: Make your donation by clicking World Land Trust

GERMANY

You can donate through World Land Trust
Artenschutzstiftung Zoo Karlsruhe (Deutschland)

Adresse: Ettlinger Str. 6, 76137 Karlsruhe

Bank: Volksbank Karlsruhe

IBAN: DEO7 6619 0000 0000 2121 21

BIC: GENODE61KAL

iberweisungszweck/Referenz: Fundacion Jocotoco Landkauf

SWITZERLAND

donations can be made through

HHS Schaefer Stiftung (Schweiz)

Account: CH86 0483 5171 1524 2100 0

BIC: CRESCHZZ80A

Bank: Credit Suisse

Bank Address: Credit Suisse, CH-8070 LZiirich

Stiftung Address: Diatwylerstrasse 4, CH-6460 Altdorf, Scweiz
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MIL GRACIAS

As our grand finale, we need to recognize, and heartily thank,
our fellow Jocotoco board member Adela Espinosa and her
husband Antonio Paez. Quito residents, they have made available
Adela’s childhood home as a new (and beautiful) office for the
Jocotoco Foundation! In lieu of rent, payments will accumulate
in a rainy-day fund for the foundation. Adela and Antonio
joined Jocotoco a little over three years ago, and how fortunate
are we to have found them. This extraordinary couple has made
a profound commitment to Jocotoco, and we are deeply grateful.

Jocotoco and our increasingly large and important conservation
programs are thriving because of the efforts of people like
Adela and Antonio and our dedicated and hard-working staff.
But perhaps more than ever in times like these do we depend
on supporters like you. We need you, and we thank you for
your ongoing confidence in us and what we are doing to save
an important part of the world’s threatened biodiversity. With
your help, next year can and will be even better!

With gratitude
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Martin / Bob / David / Wendy / Veronica
The Jocotoco Team
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