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Nationality- Indian

Research statement:

Develop and disseminate scientific knowledge through research in systematics and Biogeography of Oriental Herpetofauna. 
Languages Known- English, Hindi, Bengali, Assamese, Oriya 
Address for correspondence: 
Scientist C, Department of Endangered species management, Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani, Post Box-18, Dehradun-248001.
Parmanent address: 
C/O. Bhairab Medical Hall. P.O.& Vill. Borkhola, District: Cachar, Assam. Pin: 788110. 

Email Address: abhijit@wii.gov.in, protobothrops@gmail.com                 

Educational Qualification:
· M.Sc. in Zoology (with 65% aggregate marks) from Gauhati University, Guwahati with Animal Ecology and Wildlife Biology as special Paper.
· PhD. (Degree awarded on 11/11/11) from Department of Zoology, Utkal University, Orissa on “Systematics and Biogeography of the Snakes of Northeast India”.

Research Interest:

Herpetofaunal taxonomy, Evolutionary systematic of reptiles and amphibians, Biogeography of the Southeast Asian herpetofauna, Conservation Biology.
Completed projects:

· 2014: Macroecology of terrestrial herpetofauna in Andaman and Nicobar archipelago. Supported by DST, Govt of India.

· 2013: Herpetofaunal species richness along an elevational gradient of Barail Hill Range, Northeast India. 
· 2010-2011: Taxonomy of Rhacophorid and Ranid frogs of Northeast India. DST sponsored Indo-Russian research project under department of Zoology, North Orissa University, Orissa.

· 2010-2011: An assessment of the assisted recovery of the Gharial in Northeast India. CEPF small grant.
· 2009-2010: Project Turtle and tortoise of northeast India. Saving them from extinction supported by Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund.

· 2008-2009: Inventory and Biogeography of the herpetofauna of the upper elevation of Barail Hill Range, Northeast India. Supported by Rufford foundation, UK.. (http://www.ruffordsmallgrants.org/rsg/projects/abhijit_das).

· 2007-2008: Gharial Conservation Project, Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary, Uttar Pradesh Supported by conservation Leadership Programme.

· 2007-2008: Project on Diversity and Distribution of Herpetofauna and Evaluation of their conservation ststus in Barail Wildlife Sanctuary, Assam, Northeast India supported by Rufford foundation, UK. 

Research Papers (2015-2013): 
1. K. D. Schulz, F. Tillack, A. Das and N. Helfenberger. 2015. On the identity and taxonomic status of Coluber nuthalli 1 Theobald, 1868, with re-description of the type specimens of Coluber nuthalli and Elaphis yunnanensis Anderson, 1879 (Reptilia, Squamata, Colubridae). Asian Herpetological Research. 6(1):1-10
2. Das, A and Kumar, R. S. 2015. Melanochelys tricarinata: Diet. Herpetological Review. 45(4): 690.

3. Das, A. and K. Vasudevan (In press, July Issue). Notes on the distribution and natural history of Dinodon septentrionalis (Günther, 1875) from India. Hamadryad.

4. Pratihar S., Clark, Jr., H.O., Dutta, S.K., Khan, M.S., Patra, B.C., Ukuwela, K.D.B., Das, A., Li, P., Jiang, J., Lewis, J.P., Pandey, B.N., Razzaque, A., Hassapakis, C., Deuti, K. & Das, S. 2014 (March). Diversity and conservation of Amphibians in South and Southeast Asia. Sauria, 36 (1): 9–59

5. Das, A., M. Chetia, S. K. Dutta, S. Sengupta. 2013. A new species of Duttaphrynus (Anura: Bufonidae) from Northeast India. Zootaxa 3646 (4): 336–348. 

6. H. Bhosale, A. Das, U. Manthey 2013.  New locality records and colour variations of Japalura andersoniana Annandale, 1905 (Sauria: Agamidae: Draconinae). Sauria, 35 (3): 55–60

7. Dutta, D., A. Das, A. Dutta, J. Gogoi and S. Sengupta. 2013. Taxonomic status and distribution of Leptobrachium smithi Matsui, Nabhitabhata & Panha, 1999 (Anura: Megophryidae) in India with New Locality records. Tropical Natural History 13(2): 87-95

8. D. Dutta, J. Kumar Roy, A. Nath, A. Das, S. Sengupta  & A. Dutta  2013.  Locality Record of Leptobrachium smithi Matsui, Nabhitabhata & Panha, 1999 (Anura: Megophryidae) on the north bank of Brahmaputra river in India. Asian Journal of Conservation Biology.  2 (2): 168 –171

9. Dutta. D., S. Sengupta, A. K. Das and A. Das. 2013. New Distribution of records of Lycodon zawi (Serpentes: Colubridae) from Northeast India. Herpetology notes. 6: 263-265. 
Proceedings/Book Chapter/popular science article 

1. Das, A., A. K. Das and S. K. Dutta. 2013. An assessment of assisted recovery of wild Gharial population in the river systems of Northeast India. Proceedings of the World Crocodile Conference, 22nd Working Meeting of the Crocodile Specialist Group of the Species Survival Commission of the IUCN convened at Negombo, Sri Lanka, 21-23 May. 
2. Das, A. 2012. From the Mesozoic era! Herpetofauna of Assam. In: Natural Heritage of Assam -A coffee table book. Published by forest Department of Assam. 185pp.

3. Das, A. 2010. Reptilian fauna in and around Barail wildlife sanctuary, Northeast India. In. Biodiversity and Human welfare. Ed. By U. C. Goswami, D. K. Sharma, J. Kalita and P. K. Saikia. Proceeding of the 19th All India congress in Zoology. Gauhati University and Zoological Society of India. Pp. 19-27.

4. Ahmed, M. F., and A. Das. 2009. Tortoises and freshwater turtles of Kaziranga National Park, Assam-Diversity, Distribution and conservation status. Pp.57-70. In. Vasudevan K. (Ed.) Freshwater turtles and tortoises of India. Envis bulletin: Wildlife and protected areas, vol 12(1): Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, India.

5. Wats A., and A. Das. 2009. The reptilian saga; in, Incredible Dibru-Saikhowa National Park. Edited by, K.K Dwivedi, A.J.T. Johnsingh, Anwaruddin Choudhury, Kashmira Kakati. Coffee table book. Pp. 151.

6. Das, A. M. V. Nair, S. Ghose, N. Mahanta. 2007. Establishing a release protocol for Snakes: a case study with reference to rescued Burmese Rock Pythons Python molurus bivittatus from Assam State Zoo cum Botanical Garden. In: IFAW-WTI Emergency Relief Network Digest. Annual Report 1. Wildlife Trust of India, New Delhi. 
7. Das, A. and P. C. Bhattacharjee 2005. Reptilian fauna in and around Gauhati University Campus, Assam, India. Reptile Rep.  Newsletter for South Asian Reptile Network. August 2005.

Monograph:

1. Das, A. 2013. Notes on rat snakes from Northeast India. In: Schulz, K-D. (ed.): old world rat snakes. A collection of papers- Bushmaster publication, Germany, Berg SG: 309-336.  ISBN Number: 978-3-87429-435-5 

Papers Presented (2014-2013): 

1. Das, A. 2014. Herpetofaunal conservation biogeography in Northeast India. Plenary lecture. National Seminar on “Issues of Wildlife Conservation in India with species reference to Mizoram. 24-25 April Sponsored by: Environment and Forest Department, Govt. of Mizoram and Mizoram University. 

2. Das A. and A. K. Das. 2013. An assessment of assisted recovery of the wild Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) in the rivers of Northeast India. World Crocodile Conference. 22 working meeting of the IUCN, SSC Crocodile specialist group. Negombo, Sri Lanka 20-23 May. 

Scientific Reports (2014-2010)
· Das, A. P. Sharma, S. Harikrishnan, A. Nath. D. Dutta, S. Gosh and Y. Wangdi, 2014. A raid assessment of herpetofauna of Manas transboundary landscape. Report submitted to Field directorate, Manas Tiger reserve.

· Harikrishnan, S., K. Vasudevan, A. Das, B. C. Choudhury, S. K. Dutta and Indraneil Das. 2014. Macroecology of terrestrial herpetofauna in Andaman and Nicobar archipelago. Final report. Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun. Supported by DST, Govt. of India.

· Das, A., A. K. Das, A. Singh 2011. Habitat evaluation survey for Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) in Northeasten India. A report to Assam and Arunachal Pradesh Forest Department. Supported by Critical Ecosystem Partnership fund small grant programme. 57 pp.
· Ahmed, M.F. and A. Das. 2010. Tortoises and Turtles of Northeast India: Saving them from Extinction! Technical Report, Aaranyak, Guwahati, India. 86 pp.
 Book:
· Ahmed, M.F., A. Das and S. K. Dutta, 2009. Reptiles and Amphibians of Northeast India. A photographic Guide. Aaranyak. Guwahati. 168 pp.
Student dissertation supervised

· Toads on the roads: effect of linear barrier on the movement ecology of common Asian toad. Masters dissertation submitted to Saurastra University. 2015

Workshop attended:

· 2006: Management, conservation and research practices for endangered freshwater turtles and tortoises of India. Workshop 26th – 29th October. Centre for Herpetology/Madras Crocodile Bank.

· (http://www.asianturtlenetwork.org/library/ATCN_news/2006_articles/Training_Workshop_on_the_Management_Conservation_and_Research_of_Endangered_Freshwater_Turtles_and_Tortoises_of_India.html)

· 2010: Workshop on Western Ghat network of protected areas for threatened amphibians and  lost amphibians of India. Organized by Delhi University, 2-3 November, http://www.wnpata.org/
· 2011. IUCN workshop on Western Ghat Reptile Conservation assessment and management plan. 28-4 March. Organized by Zoo Outreach Organization.
· 2013. Bornean Frog Race, Kubah National Park, Sarawak, Malaysia. 27-28 April 2013.

Grants/Awards/ Fellowship/Distinction
· 2007-2008: Rufford Small Grant, UK (1st Phase).

· 2008-2009: Rufford Small Grant, UK (2nd Phase)

· 2008: British Museum of Natural History visit supported by Travel grant from British Petroleum Conservation Programme and Madras Crocodile Bank Trust and Birdlife International. 
· 2007: Conservation Leadership Programme grant.

· 2008: Darwin Scholarship Programme, Field Studies Council, United Kingdom.

· 2008: Best overall participant at the 2nd DST sponsored SERC School in herpetology at Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun.

· 2008: Young Scientist Award from Zoological Society of India.
· 2010: Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund Small Grant.

· 2010: Collection Study Grant, American Museum of Natural History, New York, USA.

· 2010: Visiting Scholar fellowship, Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, USA.
· 2011. Young achiever of India. Times of India Magazine survey (September Issue).

· 2012. Rufford Booster grant for studies on elevational distribution pattern in herpetofauna of Barail hill range.

· 2012. Award in recognition to exemplary service in Wildlife Conservation by Wildlife Trust of India and Assam Forest Department. 

Journal Reviewer:

· Hamadryad

· Journal of Bombay Natural History Society.
· Herpetological review
· Journal of Threatened Taxa
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 I ,………………………………………….hereby declare 
that the information’s provided is this curriculum vitae are true to the best of my belief.

