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Education

1998 Ph.D. North Carolina State University  (Major: Marine Science; Minor: Biostatistics) 

1994
University of North Carolina at Wilmington  (Major: Marine Biology). 

1991
B.A. College of William and Mary  (Major: International Studies)


Professional Experience

2016-Present
Managing Director, Perry Institute for Marine Science

2014-Present
Senior Research Scientist, Bahamas National Trust

2007-2016
Private Consultant.
2010-2015
Adjunct Senior Research Scientist, Perry Institute for Marine Science

2004-2010
Senior Research Scientist, Perry Institute for Marine Science
2001-2004 Director of Scientific Operations, Perry Institute for Marine Science/Caribbean Marine Research Center, Lee Stocking Island, Bahamas

2000-2001
Fisheries Director, Perry Institute for Marine Science/Caribbean Marine Research Center, Tequesta FL and Lee Stocking Island, Bahamas

1998-2000
Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Marine Protected Areas Program, Center for Marine Conservation, Washington DC

1994-1998
Research Assistant. UNC Wilmington, Department of Biological Sciences/NC State University, Department of Marine Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, Raleigh, NC.

1993-1994
Laboratory Instructor. “Introduction to Biology” UNC Wilmington, Wilmington, NC

1992-1994
Research Associate. NOAA/NURP National Undersea Research Center-UNC Wilmington, Wilmington, NC

1992

Research Technician, Bimini Biological Field Station, Bimini, Bahamas

1991

Fisheries Technician, Idaho Panhandle National Forest, Priest Lake, ID
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Dahlgren, C. K. Sherman, J. Lang, P.R. Kramer, and K. Marks. 2016. Bahamas Coral Reef Report Card, Volume 1: Andros, Cay Sal Bank, Little Bahama Bank, New Providence & Rose Island, Southern Bahamas.

Dahlgren, C. P.R. Kramer, J. Lang, and K. Sherman. 2015. New Providence and Rose Island, Bahamas 2014 Coral Reef Report card.

Micheli, F., P.J. Mumby, D.R. Brumbaugh, K. Broad, C.P. Dahlgren. A.R. Harborne, K.E. Holmes, C.V. Kappel, S.Y. Litvin, J.N. Sanchirico. 2014. High vulnerability of ecosystem function and services to diversity loss in Caribbean coral reefs. Biological Conservation 171:186-194.

Layman, C.A., Allgeier, J.E., Rosemond, A.D., Dahlgren, C.P., and Yeager, L.A. 2011.  Marine  Fisheries Declines Viewed Upside Down: Human Impacts on Consumer-Driven Nutrient Recycling.  Ecological Applications 21(2):343-349.
Harborne, A.R., P.J. Mumby, C.V. Kappel, C.P. Dahlgren, F. Micheli, K.E. Holmes, and D.R. Brumbaugh. 2008. Tropical coastal habitats as surrogates of fish community structure, grazing, and fisheries value. Ecological Applications, 18, 1689-1701.
Harborne, A.R., P.J. Mumby, C.V. Kappel, C.P. Dahlgren, F. Micheli, K.E. Holmes, J.N. Sanchirico, K. Broad, I.A. Elliott, and D.R. Brumbaugh. 2008. Reserve effects and natural variation in coral reef communities. Journal of Applied Ecology 45: 1010-1018. 

Mumby, P.J., K. Broad, D.R. Brumbaugh, C.P. Dahlgren, A.R. Harborne, A. Hastings, K.E. Holmes, C.V. Kappel, F. Micheli, and J.N. Sanchirico. 2008. Coral reef habitats as surrogates of species, ecological functions, and ecosystem services. Conservation Biology, 22, 941-951.
Mumby, P.J., A.R. Harborne, J. Williams, C.V. Kappel, D.R. Brumbaugh, F. Micheli, K.E. Holmes, C.P. Dahlgren, C.B. Paris, and P.G. Blackwell. 2007. Trophic cascade facilitates coral recruitment in a marine reserve. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 104(20): 8362-8367.
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Eggleston, D., W. Elis, L. Etherington, C. Dahlgren, M. Posey.  1999.  Organism response to habitat fragmentation and diversity: habitat colonization by estuarine macrofauna.  Journal of Experimental Marine Biology and Ecology 236:107-132.
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Dennis, G.D., C. Dahlgren, S. Ratchford.  1998.  Occurrence of the toadfish, Opsanus phobetron, in the Exuma Cays, Bahamas.  Bahamas Journal of Science. 6(1): 31-34.
Technical Reports and other Publications
Dahlgren, C. 2014. Review of the benefits of No-Take Zones for Belize. Report to the Widllife Conservation Society. 107pp.

Brumbaugh, D. and C. Dahlgren. 2014. GEF FSP Pilot Demonstration 3 Project: “Tourism and Coral Reef Health in the Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park” – 2014 Final Comprehensive Technical Field Report. Report to the BEST Commission.
C. Dahlgren. 2013. Rapid Ecological Assessment of the proposed National Park for the Joulter Cays, Bahamas. Report to the Bahamas National Trust.

C. Dahlgren. 2013. Rapid Ecological Assessment of the proposed National Park for Eastern Grand Bahama, Bahamas. Report to the Bahamas National Trust.

C. Dahlgren. 2013. Rapid Ecological Assessment of the proposed National Park for Cross Harbour Abaco, Bahamas. Report to the Bahamas National Trust.

C. Dahlgren. 2013. Rapid Ecological Assessment of the proposed National Park for the Marls, Bahamas. Report to the Bahamas National Trust.

Brumbaugh, D. and C. Dahlgren. 2013. GEF FSP Pilot Demonstration 3 Project: “Tourism and Coral Reef Health in the Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park” – 2014 Annual Comprehensive Technical Field Report. Report to the BEST Commission.
Brumbaugh, D. and C. Dahlgren. 2012. GEF FSP Pilot Demonstration 3 Project: “Tourism and Coral Reef Health in the Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park” – 2012 Annual Comprehensive Technical Field Report. Report to the BEST Commission.
Dahlgren, C. 2011 Draft Management Plan for the Bonefish Pond National Park. Report to The Bahamas National Trust.
Dahlgren, C. 2011 Draft management plan for the North and South Marine Park areas of the Central Andros National Park System. Report to The Bahamas National Trust.
Brumbaugh, D. and C. Dahlgren. 2011. GEF FSP Pilot Demonstration 3 Project: “Tourism and Coral Reef Health in the Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park” – 2011 Annual Comprehensive Technical Field Report. Report to the BEST Commission.
Dahlgren, C. 2010. Assessment of Sea Cucumber stocks in exploited areas around Andros Island, Bahamas. Report to the Bahamas Department of Marine Resources.
Dahlgren, C. 2009. Rapid ecological assessment of the proposed Southwest New Providence National Park. Report to The Bahamas National Trust.

Dahlgren, C. 2007. Assessment of Micronesia’s spiny lobster stocks. Unpublished report to SeaArk. 12 pp.
Layman, C., G. Moore, C. Dahlgren and P. Kramer. 2006.Grenada and Grenadines Wetlands Assessment. Report to The Nature Conservancy. 40 pp. 

Heinemann, D., R. Appledoorn, and C. Dahlgren. 2004.  Expedition Report: 2003 joint Ocean Conservancy-CORALINA Rapid Ecological Assessment of the Northern Banks of the Archipelago of San Andres and Old Providence.  Report to the Corporation for Sustainable Development of the Archipelago of San Andrés, Old Providence, and Santa Catalina (CORALINA). 50 pp.

Crosby, M., C.P. Dahlgren, S. Archibald, J. Mitchell, and C. Morral. 2003. Report on the Eastern Caribbean States Partnership Program’s MPA Assessment Research Cruise in Antigua and Grenada.  Report to the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States and the Eastern Caribbean States Partnership Program’s Steering Committee.

Dahlgren, C.P., K. Buch, and E. Rechisky. 2003.  Report on the status of reef and reef fish resources in the Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park.  Report to the Bahamas National Trust.

Dahlgren, C.P., E. Arboleda, K.L. Buch, J.P. Caldas, S. Posada, M. Prada. 2003.  Characterization of reef-fish diversity, community structure, distribution and abundance on three Southwestern Caribbean atolls: Quitasueño, Serrana, and Roncador Banks (Seaflower Biosphere Reserve), Archipelago of San Andrés and Providencia, Colombia.  Report to The Ocean Conservancy and the Corporation for Sustainable Development of the Archipelago of San Andrés, Old Providence, and Santa Catalina (CORALINA). 

Hendee, J., G. Liu, A. Strong, J. Sapper, D. Sasko and C. Dahlgren.  2002.  Near real-time validation of satellite sea surface temperature products at Rainbow Gardens reef, Lee Stocking Island, Bahamas.  Proceedings of the Seventh International Conference, Remote sensing for Marine and Coastal Environments, Miami, FL 20-22 May 2002.
Eggleston, D. B., C. P. Dahlgren, and E. G. Johnson. 2000. Fish and Caribbean spiny lobster distribution and abundance patterns in the Key West National Wildlife Refuge: an initial assessment in the Lakes and Marquesas regions. Report to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 71pp. 

Dahlgren, C. P. and D. B. Eggleston. 2000.  Preliminary Assessment of Reef Fish and Invertebrate Recruitment into the Key West National Wildlife Refuge. Report to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  28 pp.

Dahlgren, C.P.  2000.  Marine Protected Area Research in the Bahamas: Fisheries Benefits and Design Considerations.  Report to the Bahamas Environment Science and Technology Commission.  
Dahlgren, C. P. and J. A. Sobel. 1999.  Characterization of reef fish communities upstream of the Key West National Wildlife Refuge and Great White Heron National Wildlife Refuge.  Report to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  19 pp.

Stoner, A. W., M. A. Hixon, and C. P. Dahlgren. 1999.  Scientific review of the marine reserve network proposed for the Commonwealth of the Bahamas by the Bahamas Department of Fisheries.  Report to the Bahamas Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 59 pp.
Current and Past Research Grants 
2015
Disney Conservation Fund: “Reversing The Decline of Bahamian Coral Reefs” $2.5M/10 years. PI.

2016
Atlantis Blue Project Foundation: “Providing the Scientific Basis for a Marine Protected Area Designations and Reef Rehabilitation in The Bahamas” $100,000/12 mos. PI.

2012
Atlantis Blue Project Foundation: “Monitoring and Restoring Reefs around New Providence and Andros Islands” $200,000/24 mos. PI.

2011
Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines Ocean Fund: “Climate change in The Bahamas – a preliminary assessment” $30,000/12 mos. PI.

2011
Kerzner Marine Foundation: “Assessing the status of Reefs around New Providence Island” $150,000/18mos. PI.

2010
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund: “Evaluating Nassau grouper Management in The Bahamas” $25,000/12 mos. PI.

2009
USFWS Wildlife Without Borders-Latin America and Caribbean: “Managing MPA's in The Bahamas: Bonefish Pond National Park and Central Andros Marine Parks” $35,000/12 mos./PI

2009
NOAA International Coral Reef Conservation Program: “Managing MPA's in The Bahamas: Bonefish Pond National Park and Central Andros Marine Parks” $75,000/18 mos. PI
2008
Disney Wildlife Conservation Foundation: “Ensuring Nassau grouper’s Future IV” $20,000/12 mos. PI.

2007
The Ocean Fund: “Marine Protected Areas in the Bahamas: Evaluation for improved management” $30,000/12 mos. PI

2007
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund: “Ensuring Nassau grouper’s Future III” $20,000/12 mos. PI.
2006
Kerzner Marine Foundation: “Developing an evaluation program for the Andros Island National Park” $300,000/3 years PI.

2006
NOAA’s International Program Office - Coral Reef Conservation Grant Program: “Evaluating Marine Protected Areas in the Bahamas and Belize” $73,385/18 mos. PI
2006
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund: “Ensuring Nassau grouper’s Future II” $20,000/12 mos. PI.

2006
The Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation: “Developing a Caribbean Fisheries Research Program” $20,000/12 mos. PI

2005
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation: “Evaluating Coral reef Marine protected areas” $47,000 12 mos. PI.

2005
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund: “Protecting Nassau grouper” $20,000/12 mos. PI.

2005
Darden Environmental Trust: “The potential for spiny lobster aquaculture in Belize” $47,000/12 mos. PI.

2004
NOAA’s International Program Office - Coral Reef Conservation Grant Program: “Understanding movement of Caribbean coral reef fishery species: Improving the design of marine reserves in the Caribbean”  $30,000/18 mos. PI

2004
Darden Environmental Trust: “The ecology and fisheries productivity of the Caribbean spiny lobster, Panulirus argus in the Bahamas and Belize” $90,000/12 mos. PI.

2004
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund: “Marine Conservation in the Bahamas” $10,000/12 mos. PI.

2004
The Nature Conservancy RJ Kose Grant Award: “Developing indicators for conservation and restoration of critical wetland nursery habitats in the tropical western Atlantic” 100,000/12 mos. (co-PI with Phil Kramer, The Nature Conservancy)

2004
NOAA’s Undersea Research Program: “Spatial Patterns of marine biodiversity and their implications for the design of MPA networks in coral reef ecosystems” $45,000/12 mos. (co-PI with D. Brumbaugh, American Museum of Natural History)

2004
NOAA’s Undersea Research Program: “Marine Reserves and the spillover effect: seascape-scale movements of grouper and snapper” $98,000/24 mos. (co-PI with M. Hixon, Oregon State University)

2003
Darden Environmental Trust – “Increasing productivity of Caribbean spiny lobster in the Bahamas and Belize: aquaculture, stock enhancement or habitat enhancement?” $100,000/12 mos. PI.

2003
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund: “Marine Reserves in the Bahamas” $6,500/12 mos. PI.
2003
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation: “Protecting coral reef ecosystems II” $47,500/12 mos. PI.

2002
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund: “Monitoring and building support for marine reserves in the Bahamas” – $16,000/12 mo. P.I.

2002
NOAA’s Undersea Research Program “Marine Reserves and the Spillover Effect: movements of coral-reef grouper and snapper at multiple scales” – 98,689/2 yr. (co-PI with M. Hixon, Oregon State University)

2002
NOAA’s Undersea Research Program “Connectivity and the Spatial Dynamics of a Nassau Grouper Metapopulation in the Bahamas: Fulfilling urgent, key information needs for conservation” – $127,074/2 yr. (co-PI with D. Eggleston, North Carolina State University)

2002
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation – “Marine reserves for protecting coral reef ecosystems: efficacy, design and stakeholder participation” – $37,000/12 mos. PI.

2002
NOAA’s Undersea Research Program – “Site assessment of proposed Bahamian Marine Protected Areas: Research cruise aboard the R/V F.G. Walton Smith” $70,000/12 mos.  PI.

2002 The Ocean Fund: “Research and education in support of marine protected areas in the Bahamas” $31,250/12 mos. PI.

2001
Darden Environmental Trust: “Increasing productivity of Caribbean spiny lobster: stock enhancement or habitat enhancement?” - $51,625/12 mo., PI 

2001
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund:  “Designing, monitoring, and building support for a marine reserve in the Bahamas II” – $20,000/12 mo., PI.

2001
National Science Foundation: “Coupled natural and human dynamics in coral reef ecosystems: the effects of marine reserve network design and inplementation on fisheries, biodiversity and humans” – $2,500,000/5 yr. (with D. Brumbaugh, American Museum of Natural History; $200,000 to C. Dahlgren)

2001
PADI AWARE: “Marine science teacher’s enhancement initiative: Coral reefs” - $1,000/12 mos. PI

2000
US Fish and Wildlife Service: “Coral reef fish habitat, connectivity, and recruitment study: Part II” -$70,000/12 mo., PI.

2000 NOAA’s Undersea Research Program: “Spawning aggregations of Nassau grouper: Essential habitat, population structure, and fish movement patterns” - $49,000/2 yr. (co-P.I. with D. Eggleston, North Carolina State University)

2000
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund: “Designing, monitoring, and building support for a marine reserve in the Bahamas”. – $19,800/12 mo., PI.

2000
National Science Foundation (FSML): “FSML- Analytical Laboratory at the Caribbean Marine research Center facility at Lee Stocking Island, Bahamas” - $113,837/12 mo. (co-PI with J. Marr, Perry Institute for Marine Science)

2000
National Science Foundation (Biocomplexity): “Development of an integrated research plan for analyzing the viability of a marine reserve network” - $100,000/12 mo. (co-PI with Rob DeSalle, American Museum of Natural History)

1999
US Fish and Wildlife Service: “Coral reef fish habitat, connectivity, and recruitment study” -$70,000/12 mo., PI.

1996
Sigma Xi Grant in Aid of Research: “Mechanisms underlying ontogenetic habitat shifts in juvenile Nassau grouper, Epinephelus striatus” - $800/12 mo., PI
Popular Literature/Media

Supporting our way of life – Documentary about a mangrove restoration project that I led. Awarded first prize for short film in the Cinefish Films Competition of the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute (2014).
Hanging in the Balance – Documentary featuring my research on the use of marine protected areas for marine conservation  (2004).

The Exuma Sentinel – Regular contributor of articles on marine life and marine research for local newspaper (2002-2003).

Future Storm – Discovery Channel Europe program highlighting current research on climate change and environmental stresses to coral reefs in the Bahamas (aired Fall 2002).

Past and current research featured in articles appearing in National Fisherman, Sea Technology, Guy Harvey Magazine and other publications.

Professional Activities and Societies

Reviewer:  Journal of Marine and Freshwater Research, Marine Ecology Progress Series, Bulletin of Marine Science, Fishery Bulletin, National Undersea Research Program, National Sea Grant College Program, Coral Reefs. 

Education/Outreach activities: Trainer for AGGRA in the Bahamas and organizer of training workshops; Led workshop for ballast water sampling; Organizer of RECON training workshop for recreational divers to participate in coral reef condition assessments in the Bahamas; Organizer of REEF training workshop for recreational divers to participate in reef fish assessments in the Bahamas; contributor to environmental education program for 5th and 6th grade students in the Bahamas; scientific advisor for the Cape Eleuthera Island School (high school) student research projects   

Membership to Professional Societies:  Ecological Society of America, International Society for Reef Studies, Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute, American Academy of Underwater Sciences

Certifications:
SCUBA – PADI: Open Water, Advanced Open Water; NAUI: Nitrox, Dry Suit; International Association of Nitrox and Technical Divers: Nitrox; Divers Alert Network Oxygen provider, First Aid, Advanced First Aid, CPR 

Graduate Advisors

Dr. David Eggleston 

North Carolina State University

Department of Marine Earth and Atmospheric Sciences

Raleigh, NC 27695-8208

eggleston@ncsu.edu
(919) 515-7840

Dr. Martin Posey

Department of Biological Sciences

The University of North Carolina at Wilmington

601 S. College Rd.

Wilmington, NC 28403-5915

poseym@uncw.edu
(910) 962-2324

Professional References:

Ms. Eleanor Phillips

Director

The Nature Conservancy

Northern Caribbean Program Office

#6 Colonial Hill Plaza

Thompson Blvd.

PO Box CB 11398

Nassau, The Bahamas

Phone: (242) 326-0024 x200 

Phone: (703) 841-4185 

Fax: (202) 326-0041 

Email: ephillips@tnc.org
Mr. Eric Carey 

Executive Director

Bahamas National Trust

The Retreat

P.O. Box N-4105

Village Rd. 

Nassau, The Bahamas

Phone: (242) 393-1317

Fax: (242) 393-4978

Email: ecarey@bnt.bs
Mr. Michael Braynen

Director

Department of Marine Resources

P.O. Box N-3028

Nassau, The Bahamas

Phone: (242) 393-1777
Fax: (242) 393-0238

Email:michaelbraynen@bahamas.gov.bs
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