Caroline Blanvillain

PERSONAL DETAILS

Date of Birth 10™ December 1966

Nationality France

Languages French (first language), English

Current Employment Société d’Ornithologie de Polynésie francaise (SOP)
Position Programme Manager Endemic land bird species

WORK EXPERIENCE & SKILLS
Qualified Veterinarian and PhD doctorate; Fifty years of applied experience in threatened fauna and flora
recovery, mammal conservation and research in France and Saudi Arabia; land bird conservation, invasive alien
species management and protected areas in French Polynesia
Skills include:
e Veterinary medicine
e Biological survey and threatened species management expertise for terrestrial birds including Tabhiti
Monarch, Fatu Hiva Monarch, Imperial, Polynesian and Marquesan Ground-Dove, Society and
Marquesan Imperial-pigeon, Rapa fruit-dove, Tuamotu Sandpiper, Tuamotu Kingfisher...
e Technical expertise in invasive species impact assessments (biological, social and economic) and
management (eradication, control, and biosecurity) particularly for mammals and ants
e Extensive project and staff management experience including project design, public relations and
planning, budgets, grant writing, and reporting for large complex and multi-disciplined programmes.

e Production of scientific & popular articles and over 57 internal reports for SOP.

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
Feb 2012 — now: Programme Manager Endemic Bird, Société d’Ornithologie de Polynésie (SOP) (BirdLife
partner), French Polynesia, Tahiti
e Leading the Tahiti Monarch recovery program improving from 36 adults in 2012 to73 in 2018.
Managed 1-4 staff, plus volunteers and a 140.000 annual operating budget. Managing 10 worst
invasive species on the planet and established protocols to eradicate Little Fire Ant in Tahiti, including
the development of drone baiting procedures. Conducted surveys for 12 diseases among the introduced
land birds of Tahiti island
e Leading the protection of Ua Huka and Rimatara Islands against invasive black rat — including the
implementation of the first rodent detector dogs in the country and the development of local NGOs
e  Census of 6 species of birds in 7 islands; participation in eradication operation in Acteon group;
o Developed and managed multiple donor grants ranging up to 1.1 million Euro engaging 23 different
donors and addressing threatened species, Invasive species, sustainable livelihoods and protected area
outcomes

e  Support of several NGOs on Makatea, Rapa, Tahiti, Ua Huka and Rimatara in their fund raising

Sep 2011 - Feb 2012: Consultant, Specialist of land bird of French Polynesia.
e  Participation of the Tahiti Monarch recovery program

¢ Fund raising

March 2003 - July 2010: Veterinary, working in different clinics in Charente Maritime (France)
e Work 80 % pet and 20 % farm animals;
e Also sanitary vet for the ‘Association Ornithologique de Charente Maritime’ including sanitary
inspection of ornithological expositions

July 1998 — February 2003: Programme Manager Endemic Land Bird, SOP, French Polynesia, Tahiti

e Development of this position through project design, public relations and planning, budgets, grant
writing, and reporting for 13 funders (and 200.000 euros raised in four years for this NGO having only
40 members in 1998)

o Initiation of a recovery program for the Tahiti Monarch and implementation over 4 years.
Translocation of the Marquesan Imperial-Pigeon from Nuku Hiva to Ua Huka Islands; initiation of a
recovery program for the Fatu Hiva monarch, protection of Rimatara and Ua Huka against black rat

e Survey of 8 endangered species of birds in 16 remote/uninhabited islands of Marquesas, Tuamotu and
Austral Archipelago; discovery of the last viable population of Polynesian Ground-Dove

e Eradication attempt of Polynesian Rat in Vahanga Island (Tuamotu Archipelago)



e Nominated honor president of the SOP Manu in 2003; for the Top Follow-up Award 2000 of the BP
Conservation Programme and ‘Correspondante & vie’ of National Museum of Natural History in 1999

June 2002 — May 2003: Project Manager, Museum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, France

e  Study of deer and wild bovid reproduction
e Nominated for the award: "Recovery of threatened species’ of the Foundation Marcel Bleustein-
Blanchet in 1995

QUALIFICATIONS

e PhD thesis, Level CEC 8, at Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle (Paris, France) and National
Wildlife Center of Taif (Saudi Arabia) ‘Study of reproduction of Arabian Oryx antelope’ Submitted
with ‘mention trés honorable’ and ‘Félicitations du Jury’ on 18 June 1998, 1995-1998.

e Veterinay Thesis, Level CEC, at Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle (Paris, France) (Interspecific
Embryo Transfer in order to save threatened species from extinction” Submitted the 26 May 1994 with
‘mention trés honorable; Félicitations du Jury et proposition a 1'échange’ and Awarded ‘Lauréate 1995’
of the medicine faculty of Créteil and E.N.V.A. 1993-1995

e  Post graduate degree French ‘Diplome d'Etudes Approfondies’Level CEC 7, Centre National de
Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) of Chizé ‘Influence of melatonine on the reproductive function of the
roe deer female (Capreolus capreolus)’ 1990-1991

e Graduated from Veterinary School Level CEC 7, Ecole Nationale Vétérinaire d’ Alfort, 1986-1990

REFEREES

e  Thomas Ghestemme, Director of SOP manu tghestemme@manu.pf (+689)40521100

e  Mark O’Brien, Regional Programme Coordinator at BirdLife International mark.obrien@birdlife.org
(+679) 3313492

e Ray Pierce, EcoOceania, raypierce@bigpond.com (+61) 7 40930784

e Souad Boudjelas, Pacific Invasives Initiative, s.boudjelas@auckland.ac.nz (+64) 9 9236805

PUBLICATIONS (+ over 53 internal SOP Reports, 15 vulgarisation articles)
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Ghestemme, T., Matohi A., Blanvillain C., Portier, E., Le Barh M., O’Brien, M. in prep. Catastrophic
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Conservation, 109 : 197-205.

Blanvillain C., Chevalier F. & Thenot V., 2002. Landbirds of Tuamotu Archipelago, Polynesia: Relative
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