Robert S. Copeland

International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology
P. O. Box 30772
Nairobi 00100

 KENYA

rcopeland@icipe.org
Education

B.A. in Biology. Boston University, Boston, MA, College of Liberal Arts, Jan. 1978.

M.S. in Tropical Medicine and Medical Parasitology, Louisiana State University Medical Center,  New Orleans, LA, USA, May 1981. Thesis title: An electron microscopic study of the development of dengue virus in the salivary glands of Aedes aegypti.

Ph.D. in Biological Sciences, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN, USA, April 1987. Dissertation title:  Habitat segregation and life history patterns of the Culicidae of treeholes in northern Indiana.

Present position

Director, African Field Activities, Hydrilla Project; International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology. 2007-present. Exploration for natural enemies of the invasive plant Hydrilla verticillata. 
Recent positions

Regional coordinator, International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology, Mbita, Kenya. Global Environmental Facility grant, Conservation of Gramineae and Associated Arthropods for Sustainable Agricultural Development in Africa. 2004-2006. 
Scientist, African Fruit Fly Initiative, International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology, Nairobi, Kenya; seconded by Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas. 1999-2003. Coordinator of Kenya-wide exploration for fruit flies (Tephritidae) and their parasitoids from wild fruits. 
Scientist, (European Union Tsetse Project), International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology, Nairobi, Kenya. 1996 - 1998. Design of barrier systems to protect areas under tsetse control, and improvement of tsetse traps. 
Associate positions

Research Affiliate, National Museums of Kenya, Narobi, Kenya. 2010-present.
Research Associate National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 2003-present.
Consultancies
International Atomic Energy Agency - Feasibility study of SIT-based integrated pest management of fruit flies: Data collection on tephritid fruit fly species and their host plants. Training of national staff in fruit collection and rearing of tephritid fruit flies. 2003.

United States Department of Agriculture - Bioprospecting in Kenya for wasp parasitoids for control of the olive fly, Bactrocera oleae, in cultivated olives. 2000-2002.
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences - Program development and administration of graduate field course on tropical ecology at Nguruman, Kenya. 1998.

Personal interests
Photography and natural history of insects with special reference to behavior and systematics. 

Journal editorial positions
Editorial Committee, Journal of East African Natural History, 2006-present.
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