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Academic Degrees 

Master in Ecology by Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. 2010.  
Master Dissertation: “Design and evaluation of multi-habitat linear corridors: a case study with the red 

howler monkey (Alouatta clamitans) in urban-rural mosaic”. 
Advisor: Fernando Gertum Becker – Landscape Ecology Lab, Ecology Department, Federal University of 

Grande do Sul, Brazil 

Bachelor in Biological Sciences by Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. 2004. 
Monograph: “Density of the brown howler monkey (Alouatta guariba clamitans, Cabrera 1940) in the 

ecological reserve Econsciência - Morro São Pedro, Porto Alegre”. 
Advisor: Helena Piccoli Romanowski – Zoology Department, Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil 
 

Biography 

I am a biologist graduated from the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS - Brazil) in 2004. During 

the course I had a scholarship from the Brazilian National Council for Scientific and Technological 

Development (CNPq) to work with genetics (1999-2001) and zoology (2003). Since 2000, I have worked in 

Urban Monkeys Project (UFRGS) researching the ecology and conservation of the endangered brown 

howler monkey (Aloutta guariba clamitans). My bachelor's degree study was on the density of howler 

monkeys on the São Pedro Hill, the largest and most important population of the species in Porto Alegre 

city. The result of this work fostered the creation of the São Pedro Wildlife Refuge to protect this 

population. 

In 2005, I began to work as an environmental consultant in mammal inventories for environmental 

licensing and conservation projects. In the same year, I participated as a volunteer in the first survey of 

the blond titi monkey (Callicebus barbarabrownae), with the NGO Institute of Social and Environmental 

Studies in Bahia (IESB). From 2006 to 2007, I received a grant from NGO IESB to do research on the ecology 

and conservation of the endangered yellow-breasted capuchin (Sapajus xanthosternos). This research 

project was conducted at the Private Reserve of Natural Heritage Capitão (Itacaré, state of Bahia), where 

I also worked as field coordinator. 

From 2008 to 2010, I had my master's degree in Ecology at UFRGS. My dissertation was about landscape 

connectivity using as a model the brown howler monkey in an urban and rural landscape. In 2009, I 

received an outstanding award at the II Brazilian Congress of Landscape Ecology for this work. The results 

of my dissertation served as a basis to map the connectivity of the landscape of the Morro do Osso 

Municipal Natural Park, in Porto Alegre. I worked as coordinator of this project in 2015, through the NGO 

Instituto Econsciência.    

From 2011 to 2013, I worked as a consultant for the United Nations Development Program to create 139 

reports of Brazilian primate species. The reports were used to support the 1st Cycle on the assessment of 
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the conservation status of Brazilian primates. The work was developed at the National Center of Research 

and Conservation of Brazilian Primates (CPB) / Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity Conservation 

(ICMBio). For the first time, the conservation status of all Brazilian primates was assessed, which resulted 

in the current red list of Brazilian primates. I authored the conservation status evaluation of six primate 

species in the Brazilian Red List (2018) and seven species in the 2018-2020 IUCN Red List assessment. 

From 2015 to 2018, I was a CNPq fellow and acted as coordinator of the Primates of the Caatinga Project 

CPB/ICMBio, which was partly financed by The Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund. The 

results of this project changed the knowledge about the population of the blond titi monkey (Callicebus 

barbarabrownae). What was previously thought to be an extremely rare species, was in fact a result of a 

shortcoming in the observation method chosen to detect the species. The innovation in counting the 

groups of blond titi monkeys by playback point counts allows to locate the largest known population of 

the species, and the first record in a national park (Chapada Diamantina National Park). This information 

is published in the American Journal of Primatology (Coelho et al., 2020) and in the International Journal 

of Primatology (Alonso et al., in review). In addition, the Project identified eight important areas for the 

conservation of blond titi monkey and other information that contributed to the National Action Plan for 

the Primates of the Northeast (Public Policy of the National Environment Agency of Brazil, ICMBio). 
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