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The main goal of Salvador’s research career has been to understand 
how biodiversity is originated, structured, maintained and 
distributed throughout the planet, contributing to its description and 
conservation. Salvador’s studies have focused on animals and he has 
tried to explore the diversity of life at different evolutionary and 
biogeographic levels. Salvador is the Director of the Institute of 
Evolutionary Biology (IBE), holds a Senior Scientific Position at the 
CSIC and is Associate Professor of Zoology at UPF.  
For the past 20 years, his research has focused almost exclusively on 
the systematics, ecology, biogeography, evolution and conservation 
of Arabian reptiles. As part of his work, he has led more than 20 
scientific expeditions to Arabia to survey and catalogue its unique 
reptile fauna. His research group at IBE is specialized in the 
application of an integrative approach to biodiversity and 
conservation studies combining cutting-edge morphological, genetic 
and spatial tools. Salvador is a world reference in Arabian reptiles 
and over the years he has collaborated in numerous projects with 
several Universities and Governments from several Arabia 
countries. Salvador has published 160 articles in SCI journals, has 
been Principal Investigator of 18 research projects, and has directed 
a total of 12 Doctoral Theses and 20 Master's theses. Salvador has 
carried out scientific campaigns in many parts of the planet, 
including areas of difficult access, which have resulted in the 
description of 42 species of reptiles and 2 amphibians, including 25 
reptiles endemic to Arabia.  
Location  
Barcelona, Spain 
Education 
University of Barcelona, Spain 

• PhD in Systematics, Phylogeny and Evolution of 
Platyhelminthes. Dept. of Genetics (1997) 

University of Barcelona, Spain 
• Degree in Biological Sciences (5 years, equivalent to BA + 

MSc) (1992) 
Language 
English, Spanish, Catalan 
Relevant Appointments 
Institute of Evolutionary Biology (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain 

• Director (May 2020 - present) 
• Vice-director (September 2018 – May 2020) 
• Permanent Senior Scientist, Spanish National Research Council 

(CSIC) (2018-present) 
• Permanent Scientist, Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) 

(2008-2018) 
• Pompeu Fabra University (UPF), Barcelona, Spain. Dept. of 

Experimental and Health Sciences 
• Associate Professor of Zoology (2016-present) 

Generalitat of Catalonia (Catalan Government), Spain 
• Grants Coordinator, AGAUR Life Sciences Research Area 

(2014-2019) 
University of Barcelona, Spain 

• Ramón & Cajal Postdoctoral Researcher. Dept. of Animal 
Biology (2004-2008) 

• Assistant Professor. Dept. of Genetics (1993-1997) 

The Natural History Museum, London, UK. Dept. of Zoology 
(Reptiles & Amphibians) (1998-2004) 

• Postdoctoral Researcher, Funded by the Natural Environment 
Research Council (NERC) (2002-2004) 

• Marie-Sklodowska Curie Postdoctoral Research Fellow. Funded 
by the European Union (2000-2002) 

• Postdoctoral Researcher, Funded by the Spanish Ministry of 
Education (1999-2000) 

• Postdoctoral Researcher, Funded by the Natural Environment 
Research Council (NERC) (1998) 

Max-Planck-Institut für verhaltensphysiologie, Seewiesen, Germany  
• Contracted Visiting Researcher (2 months 1994, 3 months 1997) 

Affiliations and responsibilities related to R+D 
• Societas Europaea Herpetologica (SHE) – Council Member 

(2019-present). Editor in Chief of the SCI International Journal 
Amphibia-Reptilia.  

• Research Associate Dept. of Zoology, NHM, London, UK 
(2004-2006) 

• Member of the IUCN SSC Skink Specialist Group (SSG) and the 
Middle East & North African Viper Specialist Group (VSG) 
(2017-present) 

• Associate Editor of the International SCI journal Zootaxa. More 
than de 220 papers edited (2004-present) 

Related Experience in Arabia 
• Oman. Salvador has led 16 scientific expeditions since 2004 to 

investigate the systematics, distribution, ecology and 
conservation of reptiles. During the projects, he has worked very 
closely with the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs 
(Now Environment Authority), providing information on the 
conservation status of the reptile fauna and specific training to 
their staff. The results of this research have been published in 
more than 30 international SCI journals resulting in the 
description of 17 new species of reptiles, 10 of them endemic to 
Oman. In 2018 he led a seminal work on the diversity, 
distribution and conservation of the terrestrial reptiles of Oman. 
The scientific paper and the extensive S2 Appendix (atlas) are 
available from 
 https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0190389.  

• UAE. Six scientific expeditions to investigate the UAE reptiles. 
Invited expert for the UAE National Red List of Herpetofauna: 
amphibians and terrestrial reptiles, sea snakes and marine turtles 
(2018). Member of the IUCN Red List Assessment of the 
Wonder Gecko at a National level and Conservation Action Plan 
for the Wonder Gecko (2017). Responsible for the elaboration 
and publication of the Atlas of terrestrial reptiles of the UAE. 
The scientific paper and the S1 Appendix (atlas) are available 
from 
 https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0216273. 

• Yemen. More than 10 years of scientific research on their 
biogeography, systematics, ecology and conservation of the 
Reptiles from the Socotra Archipelago. International 
collaborative work funded by EU, Italy and Spain. His studies 
have been published in 21 international SCI journals and have 
resulted in the description of one new skink species endemic to 
Abd-al-Kuri. A paper related to the project on the combination 
of molecular and landscape tools in reserve design is available 
from https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0200830. 

• Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Scientific research on the 
systematics, ecology and conservation of the Saudi reptiles. In 
the last 8 years, Salvador has carried out three detailed reptile 
surveys in collaboration with Taiff University, Saudi Wildlife 
Authority and the National Museum of Prague. The studies have 
been published in 6 international SCI journals (2 more 
submitted) and have resulted already in the description of 4 new 
species of reptiles, 3 of them endemic to Saudi Arabia. Ongoing 
work from the 2019 expeditions indicate the existence of high 
levels of undescribed diversity in some areas. An example is 
available from 
 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sjbs.2019.05.006. 



 

Total number of publications: 216 
Publications in SCI Journals: 160 
Books: 2 
Book chapters: 18 
Publications in non-SCI peer-reviewed journals: 27 
Publications in popular Scientific Magazines: 9 
Google Scholar profile:  
https://scholar.google.es/citations?hl=en&user=AOP1VxMAAAAJ
&view_op=list_works&sortby=pubdate 
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