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2021 – Current Ph.D. in progress in Animal Biology Posgraduation Program, 

Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), Porto Alegre, 
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 Advisor: Ph.D. Flávia Pereira Tirelli.  
Fellowship: Coordenação de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível 
Superior Brazil (Capes) in Bird and Mammal Evolution, Systematics and 
Ecology Lab (https://www.ufrgs.br/bimalab/). 
Title: Natural history and conservation aspects associated with 
Geoffroy's cat (Leopardus geoffroyi) (Carnivora: Felidae). 

  
2021 – Current Member of Ocelot Working Group, a global network of 

conservationists of ocelot, margay and jaguarundi. 
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conservationists, researchers and enthusiastic who are committed to 
engage in conservation actions to preserve this small and little-known 
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2020 – Current Member of Pampa´s Cat Working Group, a global network of 

conservationists of this specie. 
 
2019 - Current Member of Institute for the Conservation of Neotropical Carnivores. A 
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2006 – Current    Área de Vida – Consultoria Ambiental 
                               Director, Founding-partner and technical responsible for the company. 
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2005 – 2018 Natural Sciences Museum, Vertebrate Laboratory – Universidade 

Luterana do Brasil (ULBRA) 
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 Revista Brasileira de Zoociências 
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Short biography 
 
 

My name is Felipe Bortolotto Peters, I am 
a biologist, researcher and active in wildlife 
conservation. I have lived since I was a child on 
farms in the state of Rio Grande do Sul (the 
extreme south of Brazil), where I was able to 
appreciate the great diversity of wild mammals 
and the pressures imposed by hunting, trampling, 
raising domestic animals and loss of habitat. 

Understanding how wild mammal species 
survive these human activities motivated me to 
pursue a degree in biology, when I joined the 
Laboratory of Systematics and Evolution of Small 
Rodents and Marsupials at the Museum of 
Natural Sciences of the Lutheran University of 
Brazil (MCNU). The scientific collection organized 
by Dr. Alexandre Uarth Cristoff allowed me to 
know the distribution and morphology of small 
mammals, enabling partnerships with several 
Brazilian researchers, such as Dr. Vitor Hugo 
Valiati, Dr. Alexandre Percequilo, Dr. Pablo 
Gonçalves and Dr. Cibele Bonvicino.  

Still at MCNU, the study on the richness and abundance of small mammals provided the 
beginning of my studies involving carnivores, from the analysis of eating habits and niche sharing in 
partnership with Dr. Carlos Benhur Kasper, Dr. Tatiane Trigo, Dr. Flavia Tirelli and Dr. Eduardo Eizirik. 

I started technical and professional activities in parallel with the development of these 
academic activities. I founded the company Área de Vida, where I worked in inventories and 
monitoring of mammals in order to assess environmental impacts and mitigation measures aimed at 
the licensing process of large companies in the energy sector and large infrastructure works. The 
demand led me, in a pioneering way, to collect data in places where few biologists have been, 



 

8 
 

covering not only the Pampa and Atlantic Forest biomes (typical in Rio Grande do Sul), but also the 
confines of the Cerrado, Pantanal and Amazon Forest. The mitigation actions, suggested after the 
inventories and forecast of impacts resulting from the proposed activities, enabled the selection of 
priority areas for conservation, demarcation of permanent preservation areas, installation of fauna 
passages, forest restoration practices and environmental education actions targeted at affected 
communities. 

All this demand made it impossible to continue my academic career, however, it allowed me 
to participate in parallel research projects and new partnerships. Thus, numerous inventories and 
distribution models were published based on the volume of data generated over the course of 
professional demands. In 2016, I coordinated a project to monitor and rescue the fauna of a large 
thermal power plant that was installed on the border between Brazil and Uruguay. In a short space 
of 20 km², we identified the coexistence of Geoffroy’s cat, pampas cat, margay and jaguarundi, all 
threatened with extinction in Brazil, and whose habitat would have been seriously fragmented by 
the plant. Together with the biologist Marina Favarini and the ecologist Fábio Mazim, we started an 
independent and specific project to monitor these four species using camera traps, which we called 
the “border line”. The results provided support from the company responsible for managing the plant 
and the national inspection agency (IBAMA), which provided the support of cameras, VHF/GPS collars 
and logistical advice. Research support made it possible to formalize yet another partnership with 
the Desidério Finamor Veterinary Research Institute, through veterinarians José Reck and Ugo Souza, 
when we were able to access health data on local populations of small rodents, felines and wild 
canids. Our efforts were recognized by renowned researcher Tadeu G. de Oliveira (Wild Cats Brasil), 
who supported our affiliation to the Instituto de Conservação de Carnivores Neotropicais. 

In 2021 I managed to start my Ph.D. in Animal Biology at Universidade Federal do Rio Grande 
do Sul (UFRGS), Porto Alegre, Brazil. I am currently associated with the Bird and Mammal Evolution, 
Systematics and Ecology Lab, where I am developing the thesis entitled Natural history and 
conservation aspects associated with Geoffroy's cat (Leopardus geoffroyi) (Carnivora: Felidae), under 
the guidance of Dr. Flávia P. Tirelli. I also started participating in several research and conservation 
groups involving small cats (Geoffroy's Cat Working Group, Ocelot WG, Pampas cat WG and Tiger Cat 
Conservation Initiative), where contact with other researchers makes it possible to organize the data 
already collected, in order to convert them in subsidies for the conservation of Neotropical cats. 

Thus, this grant will be fundamental for us to be able to follow up on conservation actions, 
especially regarding vaccination/neutering of domestic animals and developing our anti-predation 
chicken coop project. The actions will contribute to the conservation of the populations of the 4 local 
feline species, spreading health and respect in the coexistence between humans, domestic and wild 
animals. 

 


