Profile of Prof. Vassiliki Kati
| am a Professor of Biodiversity Conservation in the Department of Biological Applications &
Technologies in the University of loannina, Greece. | am head of the Biodiversity Conservation Lab
(BCL) in the same Department. More information on my biography in https://bc.lab.uoi.gr/en/who-
we-are/vassiliki-kati/. Visit https://bc.lab.uoi.gr/en/ to discover the people, projects, activities,
research outputs and social impact of our research undertaken in our Lab.

Research profile

| am a field biologist, with expertise in the taxonomy and ecology of a wide range of animal groups,
(grasshoppers, butterflies, dragonflies, amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals). | build up primary biodiversity databases,
with a special focus on Mediterranean mountainous ecosystems. International collaboration, independence, ecological
breadth, and a consistent focus on providing solutions to major conservation problems are the four points that depict
my research profile. The last research projects | have initiated concerned the sustainable spatial planning of wind farms
without undermining biodiversity goals, the delineation of roadless areas as pristine landscapes of high ecological and
aesthetic value that should be preserved as such, and several projects on the conservation of endemic and threatened
grasshopper species. | have also recently initiated “apollo” the first voluntary citizen-science scheme for monitoring
Greek butterflies.

Social profile

It is my belief that biodiversity conservation and ecological justice are the greatest challenges of our century. Science
can provide real answers to our biodiversity crisis-era; we do not have the luxury to do science without implementation
and vice versa. For this reason, | am active as a conservation biologist, attempting to apply scientific findings in practice
and to bridge the gap between local and international policymaking. | am a member of several international and national
scientific societies and NGOs, having also chaired the Education Committee of the SCB-Europe and having organized
the first international summer school on conservation biology for five years. | am together with Haritakis and we have
a lovely daughter, Myrto. If | was not to be a scientist, | would be a musician or a book writer of novels and fairy tales....
Who knows, maybe these dreams will come true one day...

Recent projects on Grasshoppers

2021: OITI- Investigating the endemic and threatened entomofauna in Qiti and Tymphristos. Goal:
Study of the distribution and ecological requirements of fourteen important grasshoppers in the
mountains of Oiti and Tymphristos and suggestion of conservation measures for two species that
are both endemic and endangered (EN) - Parnassiana tymphrestos and Oropodisma tymphrestosi.
Period: 2021-2022. Funding: Management Agency of Oiti National Park. Institute: BCL - University of
loannina. Role: Coordinator.

2021: PARNO-Improving the knowledge of Parnassos’ endemic and threatened entomofauna. Goal:
Study of the distribution and ecological requirements of eleven important grasshopper species in
Parnassos National Park and proposal of conservation measures for four endemic and endangered
species: Parnassiana parnassica (CR), Oropodisma parnassica (EN), Stenobothrus graecus (GR),
Glyphanus obtusus (GR). Period: 2021-2022. Funding: Management Agency of Parnassos National
Park. Institute: BCL - University of loannina. Role: Coordinator.

2021: PINS-Monitoring and improving the knowledge of the endemic and threatened entomofauna
in the area of the Management Agency of Lake Pamvotis. Goal: Study of the distribution and
ecological requirements of important insect species in Mitsikeli and Nemertsika mountains and the
broader area (loannina, Pogoni). It targets the butterfly Ephydrias aurinia, the endemic cave-cricket
of Perama cave Dolichopoda graeca, and other important grasshopper species such as the species
of Community interest Paracaloptenus caloptenoides and the endemic and endangered species
Prionotropis willemsorum. The study concludes to a spatial database and data on the species
ecological requirements with concrete conservation measure suggestions where applicable.
Period: 2021-2023. Funding: Management Agency of Pamvotis Lake. Institute: BCL - University of
loannina. Role: Coordinator.

2021: LAC-Conservation management of the endemic species Chorthippus lacustris. Goal: Increase
current knowledge on the ecological requirements of the Epirus dancing grasshopper (critically
endangered and endemic species) and action plan to restore its populations and improve its
conservation status in the basin of Pamvotis Lake. The project includes the implementation of the
conservation actions proposed and the assessment of their success through monitoring for the
species. LAC is implemented in collaboration with the staff of the Management Agency of Pamvotis
Lake. Period: 2021-2023. Funding: Management Agency of Pamvotis Lake. Institute: BCL -
University of loannina. Role: Coordinator.
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