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Education
Oct 2018 – present	Dissertation in Parasitology/Biology, Humboldt University Berlin, Germany Thesis title: “Investigation of haemosporidian parasites in Ugandan epauletted fruit bats in context of bat health and immunity”. Advisors: Dr. Juliane Schaer & Prof. Dr. Kai Matuschewski
Jan 2014 – Dec 2015	Master of Science in Biology, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA, USA. Thesis title: “Quantification of health and immunocompetence in the little epauletted fruit bat (Epomophorus labiatus)”. Advisor: Prof. Dr. DeeAnn Reeder
Scholarships, grants, and awards
July 2022 – June 2023	Small Wild Cats Conservation Foundation (Supplementary funding to expand the livestock seedbank project for the conservation of African golden cat in communities around Bire Kpatuos Game Reserve in South Sudan)
Oct 2021 – Sept 2022	Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund (Livestock Seedbanks for Community Conservation of the African Golden Cat in the Bire Kpatuos Game Reserve in South Sudan)
Mar 2021 – Feb 2026	Co-PI, Collaborative NIH Research Award between Muni University, Uganda and Bucknell University, USA (Tolerance and resistance responses of African bats to viral antigens: Immunological tradeoffs in zoonotic reservoir hosts) (Subaward # GR299583).
Oct 2018 – Sep 2022           DAAD scholarship (Research Grants-Doctoral Program in Germany, 2018 (57381412)).
2015 – 2018           	Resilience Innovation Challenge Award for Adverse Climate Effects (RIC4ACE) by Resilience Africa Network (RAN). Phases 1 & 2.
2014 – 2015 	Scholarship for master’s degree, Bucknell University 
Sept 2013	Award by Ford Foundation South Africa and University of Cape Town to convene a workshop on “Biometry for Teaching and Research”, Kampala, Uganda.
2010/11 – 2013/14	Tropical Biology Association (TBA) Small grants (Assessing the role of Ciconiiformes birds in ecosystem service to control potential pests in rice paddies of Kibimba in Eastern Uganda).
2012 – 2013	Rufford Foundation Small grants (Promoting conservation through women empowerment in rural agriculture in West Nile region, Uganda)
2010 – 2011	TBA Small grants (Phenology, distribution, indigenous knowledge, and conservation status of endemic Aloe tororoana, Reynolds, in Eastern Uganda)
2009 	TBA Training grant on Tropical ecology and conservation, Kibale National Park, Uganda
Teaching Positions
Aug 2022 onward 	Lecturer, Department of Biology, Muni University, Arua, Uganda
2010 – 2017 	Assistant lecturer, Dpt. of Biology, Islamic University in Uganda, Mbale
2005 – 2009 	Teaching Assistant, Dpt. of Biology, Islamic University in Uganda, Mbale
Publications
1. Ejotre, I, Reeder, DM, Matuschewski, K, Kityo, K, Schaer, J. (In review, 2022). Long-established negative perception of bats, now exacerbated by the SARS-COV-2 pandemic, largely hampers bat conservation in Northern Uganda. Sustainability. 
2. Kamani, J., Atuman, Y. J., Oche, D. A., Shekaro, A., Werb, O., Ejotre, I., & Schaer, J. (2022). Molecular detection of Trypanosoma spp. and Hepatocystis parasite infections of bats in Northern Nigeria. Parasitology, 1-8.
3. Ejotre, I, Reeder, DM, Matuschewski, K, Schaer, J. (2020). Hepatocystis. Parasite of the Month (review). Trends in Parasitology 37:456-457.  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pt.2020.07.015
4. Schaer, J, Perkins, SL, Ejotre, I, Vodzak, ME, Matuschewski, K, & Reeder, DM. (2017). Epauletted fruit bats display exceptionally high infections with a Hepatocystis species complex in South Sudan. Scientific Reports, 7:6928. http://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-017-07093-z 
5. Lilley, TM, Wilson, CA, Bernard, RF, Willcox, EV, Vesterinen, EJ, Webber, QM, Kurpiers, L, Prokkola, JM, Ejotre, I, Kurta, A, Field, KA. (2017). Molecular Detection of Candidatus Bartonella mayotimonensis in North American Bats. Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Diseases. 17:243-246 DOI: 10.1089/vbz.2016.2080
6. Kurpiers, LA, Schulte-Herbrüggen, B, Ejotre, I, & Reeder, DM. (2016). Bushmeat and emerging infectious diseases – Lessons from Africa. In Problematic Wildlife–A Cross Disciplinary Approach (FM Angelici, ed.), Ecological Reviews. doi: 10.1007/978-3-319-22246-2_24
7. Reeder, DM, Helgen, KM, Vodzak, ME, Lunde, DP, & Ejotre, I. (2013). A new genus for a rare African vespertilionid bat: insights from South Sudan. ZooKeys. 285:89-115	
8. Ejotre, I, Makanga, B, Nachuha, S, & Mpezamihigo, M. (2015). Environmental Parameters and Biomphalaria Snail Distribution along River Kochi, West Nile Region, Uganda. Advances in Research, 3(2):244-250
9. Ejotre, I, Nachuha, S, and Mwima, PM. (2014). Assessment of Knowledge about Schistosomiasis among Paddy Rice Farmers in Doho and Kibimba, Eastern Uganda. International Journal of Tropical Disease & Health, 4(12):1209-1217
10. Nachuha, S, & Ejotre, I. (2014). Temporal variation of colonial nesting waterbirds in eastern Uganda. Bird Populations, 13, 1-5.
11. Ejotre, I, Makanga, B, Nachuha, S, & Mpezamihigo, M. (2014). Prevalence and Intensity of Schistosomiasis in Adjacent Human Communities along the River Kochi, West Nile Region of Uganda. International Journal of Tropical Disease & Health, 4(6): 729-739.
12. Ejotre, I, Nachuha, S, & Mpezamihigo, M. (2012). Case study 14: An epidemiological study of factors affecting the prevalence of schistosomiasis (bilharzia) along the River Kochi in the West Nile region of Uganda. Biometrics and Research Methods teaching resource. http://www.ilri.org/biometrics  
Conference presentations (* I.E., presenter)
1. *Ejotre I, DM Reeder, K Matuschewski, J Schaer. Dynamics of Hepatocystis parasite infections in the bat species E. labiatus in Uganda. International Conference on Malaria and related Haemosporidian Parasites of Wildlife. September 2022, Bielefeld, Germany. Merino CC, DM Reeder, I Ejotre, K Matuschewski, W Stenzel, J Schaer. Histological investigation of Hepatocystis-infected African fruit bats. International Conference on Malaria and related Haemosporidian Parasites of Wildlife. September 2022, Bielefeld, Germany. 
2. Field K, S Talmage, M Gai, I Steinberg, G Ogata, E Field, B Sewall, G Turner, J Simpson, I Ejotre, L Kurchez, C Wilson, AF Foe, J Schaer, DM Reeder. Transcriptomic responses to coronavirus infections in African and North American bats. July 2022, Colorado, USA. 
3. *Ejotre I, DM Reeder, K Matuschewski, R Kityo, J Schaer. The silent impact of Covid-19 pandemic on bat conservation in northern Uganda: experiences from bat perception and sensitization studies. 30th International Congress for Conservation Biology (ICCB 2021). December 2021, Kigali, Rwanda.
4. *Ejotre I, DM Reeder, K Matuschewski, J Schaer. Baby steps to bat conservation in northern Uganda: knowledge of and relations between bats and human communities. 6th Int. Berlin Bat Meeting. March 2021.
5. Mugambi BM, DM Reeder, I Ejotre, K Field, TD Otto, J Schaer. The molecular characterization of Hepatocystis parasites in bats. 1st Women in Malaria Conference. March 2021. 
6. Field K, J Simpson, I Ejotre, J Schaer, G Ogata, B Ye, K Lenker, DM Reeder. Whole transcriptome gene expression in African fruit bats: life history and parasitic infection. Wild and Comparative Immunology Consortium. December 2020.
7. *Ejotre I, DM Reeder, K Matuschewski, J Schaer. Prevalence and parasitemia of Hepatocystis parasites infecting fruit bats in Uganda. International Online Conference on Blood Parasites of Wildlife, September 2020.
8. Schaer J, I Ejotre, M Power, DM Reeder, K Matuschewski. Hepatocystis parasites – closest relative of mammalian Plasmodium but differing life cycle. 14th Malaria Meeting. Hamburg, Germany, 2019.
9. Reeder DM, JS Simpson, J Field, I Ejotre, J Schaer. Life history variation in immune and metabolic gene expression in free ranging little epauletted fruit bats. 18th International Bat Research Conference (IBRC). Phuket, Thailand, 2019.
10. Simpson J, DM Reeder, K Field, I Ejotre, J Schaer. Hepatocystis malarial infection and antiviral immune gene expression in African fruit bats – important zoonotic reservoirs. 68th Annual International Conference of the Wildlife Disease Association, California, USA, 2019.
11. Klose SP, K Matuschewski, F Mayer, N Weber, J Decher, I Ejotre, DM Reeder, J Schaer. Molecular phylogeny of African epauletted fruit bats. Treffen der Deutschen Fledermausforscher. Heidesee, Germany, 2018.
12. Schaer J, Reeder DM, I Ejotre, SL Perkins, K Matuschewski. Hepatocystis, a derived parasite genus from mammalian Plasmodium (Haemosporida) – data from infections in African fruit bats. DGP-Meeting, Goettingen, Germany, 2016.
13. Schaer J, ME Vodzak, I Ejotre, L Kurpiers, F Mayer, SL Perkins, K Matuschewski, DM Reeder. Hepatocystis of African Fruit Bats – Evidence for Continuous and Efficient Transmission Cycles. 45th Monterey, USA, 2015.
14. Reeder DM, I Ejotre, L Kurpiers, J Schaer, K Field. Gaps in our Understanding of African Bat Ecophysiology – Lessons from South Sudan. 45th Monterey, CA, USA, 2015.
15. *Ejotre I, L Kurpiers, J Schaer, M Swartz, K DeRuff, K Field, DM Reeder. Health and Immunity Differ by Sex and Reproductive Class in the Little Epauletted Fruit Bat. 45th Monterey, CA, USA, 2015.
16. Reeder DM, L Kurpiers, I Ejotre, J Schaer, K Field. African fruit bat species differences in health and immunity as a function of habitat disturbance and movement ecology – implications for emerging infectious disease from South Sudan studies. 4th International Berlin Bat Meeting: Movemement Ecology of Bats. Berlin, 2015.
                                                                                 
                  
                                                                          
1

