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I am a Full Professor of the Herpetology Laboratory, Department of Zoology of the Federal 
University of Rio Grande do Sul (Brazil), with exclusive dedication. Annually, I participate in 
teaching undergraduate courses (Biological Sciences) and postgraduate courses in the Animal 
Biology Program, where I mentor master's and doctoral students. My field of work is vertebrate 
zoology, primarily Herpetology. My research focuses on the biology, natural history, and ecology 
of different lizard species, particularly those that are restricted and/or threatened with extinction in 
the typical biomes and ecosystems of the southern region of South America (subtropical region). I 
have also been involved in systematic studies, including the description of new lizard species. So 
far, I have published 68 scientific papers in peer-reviewed journals, 15 book chapters, and 140 
works in scientific conferences. I have delivered 43 conferences at national and international levels. 
I have dedicated a significant part of my activity to teaching: I have supervised 35 final degree 
projects, mentored 108 undergraduate students in Scientific Initiation, University Extension, and 
Specialization programs, and guided 32 master's students, 10 doctoral students, and 7 postdoctoral 
researchers, all in the field of Herpetology. I have coordinated 24 university extension projects, 
linking my research activities with school communities and the general population in the areas 
where our studies are conducted. I have participated in National Programs for endangered target 
species in collaboration with ICMBio (Ministry of Environment of Brazil). I have also been involved 
in working groups for the assessment and preparation of lists of threatened amphibians and reptiles 
at both the national level (Ministry of Environment, Brazil) and state level (FZB - Zoobotanical 
Foundation - Rio Grande do Sul). I was responsible for coordinating the Specialization Course in 
Animal Diversity and Conservation, as well as the Specialization Course in Animal Inventory and 
Monitoring, within the Graduate Program in Animal Biology at the Institute of Biosciences, UFRGS. 
I served as the Head of the Department of Zoology at IB-UFRGS for two terms. I was also a member 
of the Undergraduate Commission at the Institute of Biosciences (Biological Sciences Course, IB, 
UFRGS), a member of the Ethics Committee for Animal Use (UFRGS), a member of the Graduate 
Program Coordinating Committee in Animal Biology (IB, UFRGS), and a member of the Extension 
Commission at the Institute of Biosciences (UFRGS). In terms of university governance, I served 
as the representative for the Faculty Order in the Council of the Institute of Biosciences (the highest 
governing body of the faculty) for two terms. I also served as a Faculty Member in the University 
Council (CONSUN-UFRGS), the highest governing body of UFRGS. I held the position for three 
terms as a sitting member and two terms as a vice member. In union activities, I was part of the 
Board of Directors of ADUFRGS (Union of UFRGS Professors) for one term. 

Research line(s): Describing the diversity of neotropical amphibians and reptiles and their 
distribution. Understanding the evolutionary processes of these animals through the application of 



consistent phylogenetic analysis methods. Studying the biology and ecology of amphibians and 
reptiles in the subtropical region of Brazil, aiming at developing models applied to the fauna of this 
region. Analyzing the morphology of the fauna to understand adaptations to different types of 
environments. Utilizing studies on the natural history of restricted, endemic, and/or threatened 
species of herpetofauna to characterize environments and ecosystems of open areas, aiming to 
obtain results for the creation of conservation units that help maintain the typical diversity of these 
environments.  
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