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Investigator at CONICET (Argentina’s National Scientific and 
Technical Research Council). He holds a PhD in Natural Sciences from 
Universidad Nacional de La Plata and has over 20 years of experience 
leading conservation research and applied projects in South America, 
focusing on threatened amphibians, grassland birds, and Neotropical 
parrots.  
He currently serves as director of the Multidisciplinary Institute on 

Ecosystems and Sustainable Development (IMEDS-UNICEN) and leads the Amphibian 
Reproduction Lab at the University of the Centre of Buenos Aires Province. 
 

Dr. Berkunsky has published over 90 peer-reviewed scientific papers and has led 
multiple conservation programs including the reintroduction of the Red-and-Green Macaw in 
Argentina, the conservation of the Blue-throated Macaw in Bolivia, and currently, the in situ 
and ex situ conservation of the Darwin’s blackish toad (Melanophryniscus nigricans). He has 
extensive experience in species action planning, habitat restoration, translocations, and 
community-based conservation. He actively collaborates with Amphibian Ark, Aves 
Argentinas, and international NGOs. 

He is a member of the IUCN SSC Amphibian Specialist Group, a former editor for 
Nuestras Aves journal, and currently serves on the editorial board of Ornitología Neotropical. 
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