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EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
M.Sc. Bioinformatics (2005), B. Ed (2008)
Research Scholar, Dept. of Zoology, Gauhati University 

PhD topic: Systematic study of the snake of genus Xenochrophis (Serpentes: Colubridae) of North East India.
OTHER SKILLS
· Passed Madhyama (Vocals) from Bhatkhande University, Lucknow (India)

· Passed Certificate courses on computer application from NIIT. 
Important Software knowledge- MS office, JAVA, SQL, Photoshop (photo editing), Ulead (video editing), Nuendo (audio editing), BDpro (statistical analysis), QuarkXpress (DTP)
ORGANISATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
· General Secretary, Help Earth- A society for promotion of science and conservation of biodiversity, Guwahati

· Research Lab, Herpetological Lab, Zoology Dept., Arya Vidyapeeth College, Guwahati

· Amphibian Network of South Asia
SEMINAR/ WORKSHOP ATTENDED/AWARDS
· In- Service training for Mathematics/ Science teacher, Don Bosco Institute, Guwahati, 2006

· Innovative teaching Workshop, Maria's Public school, 2007

· National symposium on advances in zoology: Faunal diversity and ecophysiology, North East Hill University, 2008 (3rd best presentation award)

· 19th All India Congress of Zoology: National seminar on Biodiversity & Human Welfare”, Gauhati University, 2008

· National Seminar, Current research in herpetology. North Orissa University, 2009

· Workshop on prioritization of Amphibian and Reptilian Species for conservation breeding, North Orissa University, 2009

· National Seminar on Biodiversity spectrum of Northeast India, Arya Vidyapeeth College, 2009.

· SERC, 3rd  School in herpetology, Don Bosco Institute, Guwahati, 2- 17 November 2009
PUBLICATIONS 
Research Articles

1. Purkayastha, J., Das, M. (2009): Hemidactylus flaviviridis (yellow-green house gecko), from Assam, India. Herpetological Review. 40 (4): 451-452.

2. Purkayastha, J., Das, M., Sengupta, S., Dutta, S.K. (2010): Notes on Xenochrophis schnurrenbergeri Kramer 1977 (Serpentes: Colubridae) from Assam, India with some comments on its morphology and distribution". Herpetology Notes. 3: 175-180.

3. Das, A., Mahapatra, P.P., Purkayastha, J., Sengupta,S., Dutta, S.K., Ahmed, M.F., Tillack, F. A (2010): Contributions to Boiga gokool. Russian Journal of Herpetology. 17(3):161-178.

4. Purkayastha, J., Das, M, Bauer, A.M., Sengupta, S., Dutta, S.K. (2010): Notes on the Hemidactylus bowringii complex (Reptilia: Gekkonidae) in India and a change to the national herpetofaunal list. Hamadryad .Vol. 35, No. 1, pp. 20 – 27.

5. Purkayastha, J., Das, M. (2010): Sphenomorphus maculatus (Sauria: Scincidae): A Case Of Death Feigning . Herpetology Notes. 3: 285-287.

6. Purkayastha, J., Das, A. (2010): Cnemaspis assamensis (Assamese Day Gecko) from Meghalaya, India. Herpetological Review. 41 (4): 511-512.

7. Purkayastha, J., Das, M. (2011): Cnemaspis assamensis (Assamese Day Gecko) Habitat. Herpetological Review.  42 (1): 93.

8. Das, M., Purkayastha, J., Bauer, A.M., Sengupta, S. (2011): Hemidactylus flaviviridis an invasive gecko in Assam. Northwestern Journal of Zoology. Volume 7(1): 98-104.

9. Sourav, M.S.H., Purkayastha, J. (2011): Euphlyctis hexadactylus from Dhaka, Bangladesh (Indian Five-fingered Frog). Herpetological Review. 42 (1): 107.

10. Purkayastha, J., Majumdar, S., Acharjee, B. (2011): Hemidactylus flaviviridis (yellow-green house gecko), from Nagaland, India. Herpetological Review. 42(2): 240.

11. Purkayastha, J., Das, M., Sengupta, S. (2011): Urban herpetofauna:  A case study in Guwahati city of Assam, India. Herpetology Notes 4: 195-202.

12. Sourav, M.S.H., Purkayastha, J. (2011): A locality record of Xenochrophis cerasogaster (Serpentes: Colubridae) from Bangladesh. Check List. 7(3): 352-353.

13. Das, M, Brahma, R.K., Purkayastha, J. (2011): More in our mind than in their mouth? A preliminary inspection inside the oral cavity of two house Geckos: Hemidactylus frenatus Schlegel, 1836 and Hemidactylus aquilonius McMahan & Zug, 2007. Herpetology Notes (4) 303-306.

14. Purkayastha, J., Sourav, M.S.H. (2011): Natural History: Hemidactylus frenatus (Common house gecko) predating on Spider. Herpetological Review. 42(4): 603-604.

15. Purkayastha, J., Matsui, M. (2012): A New Species of Fejervarya (Anura: Dicroglossidae) from Northeastern India. Asian Journal of Herpetological Research. 3(1) 31-37.

16. Sharma, V., Purkayastha, J. (2012): Oligodon arnensis (Common kukri snake) predation. Herpetological Review. 43(1) 150.

17. Das, M., Purkayastha, J. (2012) An insight into hemipenial morphology of five Hemidactylus Oken, 1817 (Reptilia: Gekkonidae) species of Guwahati, Assam, India. Hamadryad. 36 (1) 32-37.
18. Purkayastha, J., Purkayastha, A. A case of White-breasted Kingfisher (Halcyon smyrnensis) preying on a Gecko (Hemidactylus aquilonius) (Accepted: Asian Journal of Conservation Biology)

19. Purkayastha, . J, Hassan, A.M., Islam, H., Das, J., Sarma, M., Basumatary, M., Sarma, N., Chatterjee, N., Singha, S., Nair, V., Purkayastha, A., Dutta, J., Das, M. On the turtles of the temple pond of Kamakhya, Assam, India (In review, Reptile Rap)
Book

1. Purkayastha, J. (2012): Urban Herpetofauna, Amphibian and Reptiles of Guwahati, a pictorial guide. Students’ store, Guwahati. 64pp

Some popular articles

1. Nature's unsung heroes. Envis News Letter, Nagaland. 2009.

2. Snake Charm: Horizon, The Assam Tribune. 2009

3. Urban Wildlife: Horizon, The Assam Tribune. 2009

4. Just not burning bright (Tiger): Horizon, The Assam Tribune. 2009

5. Myths and Truths (animal): Horizon, The Assam Tribune. 2010

6. Amphibians the overlooked heroes: Reflexon, 2010

7. Lizard's world, Horizon, The Assam Tribune. 2010

8. Save The Gharial: Horizon, The Assam Tribune. 2010

9. Amidst the Wildernss, Melange, The Sentinal, 2011

10. End of Man?: Horizon, The Assam Tribune, 2011

11. Ugly face of Terror: Horizon, The Assam Tribune, 2011

12. Sohure Bonno Jibon (Bengali), Shangbad Lahari, 2011

13. Shaper shombondhe (Bengali), Shangbad Lahari, 2011

14. A Marvel in the Making, The Assam Tribune, 2011

15. Human Beings: On way to extinction?, Science Reporter, May issue, 2012
16. Fang Facts, The Assam Tribune, 2012
Work Experience:
· Serving as Teacher of Biology in South Point School, Guwahati since 2006

· Principal Investigator of Rufford Small Grants Foundation Project titled “Showcasing Urban Herpetofauna: A Conservational Effort through Community Participation”

· Associated with project “Biochemical, Pharmacological and Molecular Characterization of Venoms of Cobras and Kraits from North East India. (Dept. of BioTechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Govt. Of India)” 
