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Education

University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN  2006-Present 
Ph.D., Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (in progress)   Advisor: Dr. Benjamin Fitzpatrick
Duke University, Durham, NC  
Bachelor of Arts, Biology   May, 2004   Advisor: Dr. Susan Alberts
Duke University/Organization for Tropical Studies, Costa Rica Semester Abroad-  Fall 2002

Tropical Biology, Environmental Science and Policy, Tropical Field Research, Intensive 


Spanish Language and Latin American Culture  Advisor: Dr. Erika Deinert
Relevant Publications


Reynolds, R.G. (In Review). Status, conservation, and introduction of amphibians and 



reptiles in the Turks and Caicos Islands, British West Indies. In: A. Hailey, B.S. Wilson, and J.A. 

Horrocks (eds.). Conservation of Caribbean Island Herpetofaunas. Brill , Netherlands.  


Reynolds, R.G. and G.P. Gerber. (Submitted). Ecology and conservation of the endemic Turks Island 

Boa (Serpentes: Boidae) on a small satellite island.

Reynolds, R.G., G.P. Gerber, and B.M. Fitzpatrick. (Submitted).  Unexpected Shallow Genetic 


Divergence in Turks Island Boas Reveals Potential for Translocation to Predator and 


Development Free Islands. 

Reynolds, R.G. and M.L. Niemiller. 2010. Island invaders: introduced reptiles and amphibians 


of  the Turks and Caicos Islands. Reptiles and Amphibians 17: 117-121.


Reynolds, R.G. and M.L. Niemiller. (In Press). Epicrates chrysogaster chrysogaster. (Turks Island 


Boa). Diet. Herpetological Review.

Reynolds, R.G., M.L. Niemiller, and B.N. Manco. (In Press). Epicrates chrysogaster chrysogaster. 


(Turks Island Boa). Maximum Size. Herpetological Review.


Reynolds, R.G., and C. Deal. (Accepted). Where do all the babies go? Understanding the biology of 

juvenile Rainbow Boas. Green Pages, Times of the Islands Magazine. 


Reynolds, R.G. 2008. The Snakes of the Turks and Caicos Islands. Brochure for the National 


Environmental Centre on Providenciales, Turks and Caicos Islands.
Other Publications

Reynolds, R.G., M.L. Niemiller, and S.A. Pasachnik. (In Review). Pygmy Salamanders (Desmognathus 

wrighti) in Tennessee.


Schuett, G.W., R.G. Reynolds, B.M. Fitzpatrick, and G.M. Burghardt. (In Review). Successive virgin 

births of viable progeny in a garter snake. 

Niemiller, M.L., B.M. Glorioso, J. Spiess, R.G. Reynolds, and B.T. Miller. (Submitted). 



Herpetofauna of the cedar glades and adjacent habitats of the inner central basin of middle 


Tennessee.


Niemiller, M.L. and R.G. Reynolds (eds). Accepted. The Amphibians of Tennessee. The University 

of Tennessee 
Press, Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Miller, B.T.,  M.L. Niemiller, and R. G. Reynolds. 2008. Observations on egg-laying 



behavior and interactions among attending female Red Salamanders (Pseudotriton ruber) with 

comments on the use of caves by this species. Herpetological Conservation and Biology 3: 


203- 210. 

Reynolds, R. G. and B. M. Fitzpatrick. 2007. Assortative mating in poison-dart frogs based on 


an ecologically important trait. Evolution 61: 2253-2259.


Reynolds, R.G., G.P. Gerber, and J. Burgess. (In Review). Tropidophis greenwayi greenwayi. (Caicos 

Dwarf Boa). Distribution. Herpetological Review. 


Reynolds, R.G. and B.M. Riggs. (In Review). Pantherophis guttatus (Corn Snake). Distribution. 


Herpetological Review.

Reynolds, R.G., J. Batchasingh, and B.M. Riggs. (In Review). Rhamphotyphlops braminus (Brahminy 

Blind Snake). Distribution. Herpetological Review.

Reynolds, R.G. and B.M. Riggs. (In Review). Iguana iguana (Green Iguana). Distribution. 


Herpetological Review.

Reynolds, R.G., B.M. Riggs, M. Hibbert, and E. Salamanca. (In Review). Anolis equstris (Knight 


Anole). Distribution. Herpetological Review.

Reynolds, R.G. and B.M. Riggs. (In Review). Trachemys scripta elegans (Red-Eared Slider). 


Distribution. Herpetological Review.. 

Reynolds, R.G., M.L. Niemiller, B.M. Riggs, and B.N. Manco. (In Review). Osteopilus septentrionalis 

(Cuban Treefrog). Distribution. Herpetological Review.


Reynolds, R.G. and M.L. Niemiller. 2009. Hemidactylus mabouia. (Wood Slave). Distribution. 


Herpetological Review 40: 452.


Reynolds, R.G. 2009. Leiocephalus psammodromus. (Turks and Caicos Curly-tailed Lizard). 


Conspecific necrophagy. Herpetological Review 40: 88-89.



Niemiller, M.L., R.G. Reynolds, J.G. Reynolds, and B.T. Miller. 2009. Gyrinophilus porphyriticus 


porphyriticus (Northern Spring Salamander). Reproduction. Herpetological Review 40: 67.
 

Reynolds, R.G. 2009. Scaling Millennia. What can lizards teach us about TCI’s history? Green Pages, .

Times of the Islands Magazine, Winter 2009: 42-45.
Government Reports

Reynolds, R.G. and M. L. Niemiller. 2008. Expedition Report and Recommendations for the 


Department of Environment and Costal Resources. Unpublished Technical Report. Ministry 


of Natural Resources, Turks and Caicos Islands.
Awards, Scholarships, and fellowships


2010
Runner-up. Annual UT Sigma Xi Student Research Paper Competition


2009
APS Lewis and Clark Field Scholar


2008
UTK W.K. McClure Scholar


2004
Duke University Howard Hughes Fellow in the Biological Sciences

2004
Duke University Dean’s list with Distinction 


2003
Duke University Dean’s Summer Research Fellow
Grants and Funding ($17,000)
2010
University of Tennessee, Graduate Student Travel Award to present at the annual meeting for the 
Society for the Study of Evolution, Portland, O.R. ($403)
2010
University of Tennessee, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology  Summer Research Grant. “Testing for 
historical  extinction and recolonization dynamics in an archipelagic species using modern genetic 
data.” ($1500)
2009
American Philosophical Society, Lewis and Clark Fund for Exploration and Field Research. “Testing 
for historical  extinction and recolonization dynamics in an archipelagic species using modern genetic 
data.”  ($2200)

2009
University of Tennessee, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology  Summer Research Grant. “Testing for 
historical  extinction and recolonization dynamics in an archipelagic species using modern genetic 
data.” ($1475)
2009
American Genetics Association. Tuition aid scholarship to attend NIH specialty course “Recent 
Advances in Conservation Genetics.” ($800)

2008
American Museum of Natural History , Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Fund Grant in Support of 

Research. “Testing for historical extinction and recolonization dynamics in an archipelagic species” 
($1095)

2008
Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Society, Grant-in-Aid of Research. “Testing for historical 
extinction and recolonization dynamics in an archipelagic species using modern genetic 


data” ($500)

2008
W. K. McClure Scholarship for the Study of World Affairs. “Mediating the Interests of Development 
and the Local Community: The Value of Education in Biodiversity Conservation.”  ($2,900)
2008
University of Tennessee, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology  Summer Research Grant.


“Testing for the importance of extinction and recolonization dynamics in an archipelagic species” 
($1500)

2008
American Genetics Association. Tuition aid scholarship to attend OTS specialty course “Conservation 
and Biodiversity Genetics.” ($500)

2007
University of Tennessee, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology  Summer Research Grant. “The genetics 
of insular populations and the effects of island geography” ($1375)
2003-04
Duke University - Howard Hughes Fellowship in Biology ($500)
2003
Duke University - Mellon Foundation Latin American Travel Grant ($800)
2003
Duke University – Deans’ Summer Fellowship ($1352)
Conference Presentations / Symposia
2010
Reynolds, R.G. and  G.P. Gerber. (upcoming). Ecology, Genetics, and Conservation of Turks Island 
Boas. Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists, Providence, R.I. July 7-12. (Oral 15 mins.)
2010
Reynolds, R.G. and  N.A. Koneczny. (upcoming). Molecular Divergence in Two Species of  Dwarf 
Geckoes from the Turks and Caicos Islands. Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists, 
Providence, R.I. July 7-12. (Poster).
2010
Reynolds, R.G. and  B.M. Fitzpatrick. (upcoming). Inference of Historical Demography in Simulated 
Metapopulations. Society for the Study of Evolution, Portland, O.R. June 25-29. (Oral 15 mins.)
2010
Reynolds, R.G. and  B.M. Fitzpatrick. Inference of Historical Demography in Simulated 
Metapopulations. Annual Sigma Xi Student Competition, Knoxville, T.N. March 25. (Oral 15 mins.)
2010
Reynolds, R.G. and  G.P. Gerber. Ecology, Genetics, and Conservation of Turks Island Boas. 

Graduate Researchers in Ecology and Evolution Departmental Seminar, Knoxville, T.N. 


February 26. (Oral 15 mins.)
2008
Reynolds, R.G. Notes on a Notable Population of Turks Island Boas. Southeastern Population 

Ecology and Evolutionary Genetics Conference, Eatonton, GA. October 24-26 (Poster)
2008
Reynolds, R.G. and  B.M. Fitzpatrick. Assortative Mating in Poison Dart Frogs based on an 
Ecologically Important Trait. Society for the Study of Evolution, Minneapolis, MN. June 20-

24  (Oral 15 min.)
2007
Reynolds, R.G. and  B.M. Fitzpatrick. Assortative Mating in Poison Dart Frogs based on an 

Ecologically Important Trait. Seventh Annual  Sigma Xi Student Research Conference. 


Orlando, FL. Nov. 2-3 (Oral 18 min.)
2007
Reynolds, R.G. and  B.M. Fitzpatrick. Assortative Mating in Poison Dart Frogs based on an 

Ecologically Important Trait. Southeastern Population Ecology and Evolutionary Genetics 

Conference, Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont, TN. September 21-23 (Poster).
2007
Reynolds, R.G. and B.M. Fitzpatrick.  Assortative Mating in Poison Dart Frogs Based on an 

Ecologically Important Trait. Society for the Study of Evolution, Christchurch, NZ. June 16-

20. (Poster)
2006
Reynolds, R.G. and  B.M. Fitzpatrick. Ecologically Important Assortative Mating in a 


Panamanian Poison Frog. Southeastern Population Ecology and Evolutionary Genetics 


Conference, Greensboro, NC. September 22-24 (Oral 15 min.)
2004
Reynolds, R.G. Color Pattern Recognition in Female Dendrobatid Frogs. Visible Thinking 
Symposium, Durham, NC. April (Poster)
2003
Reynolds, R.G. Color Pattern Recognition in Female Dendrobatid Frogs. Triangle 


Undergraduate Research Symposium, Durham, NC.  November  (Oral 15 min.)

Research Experience

Doctoral Research: Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee. 
Advisor: Dr. Ben Fitzpatrick. 2006-Present. Turks and Caicos Islands. “Estimating historical extinction 
and recolonization dynamics in an archipelagic species using modern genetic data.”


Graduate Research: Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee. 
Advisor: Dr. Ben Fitzpatrick   Field work: March 2007- Present. Turks and Caicos Islands.

Principal investigator investigating the genetics of insular populations of the Turks and Caicos Curly-
tailed Lizard (Leiocephalus psammodromus) and the effects of island geography on population 
genetic structuring. 


Principle Investigator: Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee. 
Field Work: December 2007- Present. “Conservation genetics of the Turks Island Boa  (Epicrates c. 
chrysogaster).” Collaborator: Dr. Glenn Gerber.

Principle Investigator: Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee. 
Field Work: December 2007- Present. “Conservation and natural history of the Turks Island Boa 
(Epicrates c. chrysogaster) in the face of significant anthropogenic disturbance.” Collaborator: Dr. 
Glenn Gerber.

Field Assistant: Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee. 2006- 
Present “Phylogeography of the Southern Cavefish, Typhlitchthys subterraneus, and the Tennessee
Cave Salamander, Gyrinophilus palleucus.” (P.I. Matthew Niemiller)

Investigator: Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee. Fieldwork: 
October 2006.  “Egg Laying Behavior and Interactions Among Attending Female Red Salamanders
(Pseudotriton ruber).” (P.I. Dr. Brian Miller)

Principle Investigator: Department of Biology, Duke University, N.C.

Advisor: Dr. Susan Alberts   Field work: May-July 2003  Bocas del Toro, Panama


Female mate choice in a Panamanian poison dart frog, Dendrobates pumilio.

Undergraduate Field Research: Organization for Tropical Studies, Costa Rica


August-December 2003   Advisor: Dr. Erika Deinert
Component for Tropical Research Methods Course. “The influence of ambient noise on male calling behavior in a neotropical anuran, Physalaemus pustulosus, with implications for reproductive success,”  “Relationships among morphology, palatability and flight behavior in a neotropical lepidopteran community.” Collaborated on a research project entitled “Relationships between wing morphology and flight patterns of bats in the family Phyllostomidae.” Projects involved independent research design and completion of field work, scientific papers and metadata sheets

Laboratory Assistant: Department of Biology, Duke University, N.C. June-August 2002

 Reference: Dr. Susan Alberts

Research Assistant: Estación de Biología, Chamela, Jalisco, Mexico

May 1999, March 2000, May 2001   Reference: Dr. Mircea Hidalgo (IBUNAM)

 “Carnivores of the Tropical Dry Forest of Central Mexico” (P.I. Dr. Carlos Lopez-Gonzales)
Other Professional Experience
· Specialty Workshop Course- “Recent Advances in Conservation Genetics.” American Genetics 
Association and Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, January 2009. Gamboa, Panama.  
Lead Instructor: Dr. Stephen J. O’Brien, LGD NCI. 
· Specialty Workshop Course- “Conservation and Biodiversity Genetics.” Organization for Tropical 
Studies, May 2008  Palo Verde, Costa Rica.  Instructors: Dr. James Hamrick and Dr. John 
Wares.
· Conference Organizer: Southeastern Population Ecology and Evolutionary Genetics Conference. 
Sept, 21-23, 2007. Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont, Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, TN. One of four members (2 graduate students, 2 faculty) of the organizational 
and planning committee for the conference. Assisted in planning, website design, registration, 
logistics, and hosting of conference. 

· Reviewer For: Evolution, Biological Invasions, Molecular Ecology, Journal of Ethology, 
Herpetological Conservation and Biology, Proceedings of the Royal Society B

Professional References

UTK
Dr. Benjamin M. Fitzpatrick, Assistant Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-1610, phone: (865) 974-9734, email: benfitz@utk.edu
Dr. James A. Fordyce, Associate Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-1610, phone: (865) 974-2925, email: jfordyce@utk.edu
Dr. Gary F. McCracken, Professor and Department Head, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-1610, email: gmccrack@utk.edu

Dr. Daniel Simberloff, Gore Hunger Professor of Environmental Science, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-1610, phone: (865) 974-0849, email: dsimberloff@utk.edu

Dr. C. Darrin Hulsey, Assistant Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-1610, phone: (865) 974-2189, email: chulsey@utk.edu
Dr. Graciela Cabana, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-1610, phone: (865) 974-4408, email: gcabana@utk.edu

Dr. Arthur C. Echternacht, Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-1610, phone: (865) 974-3065, email: echterna@utk.edu
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