BRIEF BIODATA
Romulus Earl Whitaker

Home address:

P.O. Box 21, Chengalpattu 

Tamil Nadu, 603001

INDIA
Phone: (91) (0)44 2742 0195

Email: kingcobra@gmail.com
Born



:
New York City, 23rd May 1943

Nationality


:
Indian (naturalized)

Education


:
Pacific Western University (B.Sc. Wildlife

Management, 1986).

Languages


:
English (speak, read, write)






Tamil (speak)






Hindi (speak)






Bahasa Indonesia (speak)

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY

1963-1965, Assistant Manager

Miami Serpentarium Laboratories, Miami, Florida

1969-1985, Founder-Director

Madras Snake Park

1979-1989, Consultant

               UN/UNDP/FAO/WWF/USAID/UNCTAD on crocodile conservation, management and sustainable use in Papua New Guinea, Mozambique, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Malaysia
1975-2001, Co-Founder-Director

Madras Crocodile Bank/ Centre for Herpetology 

2005-Present, Founder-Director

Agumbe Rainforest Research Station, Karnataka, India
1985-Present, Documentary Film Producer/Presenter

Consultant on Reptile Research, Wildlife Management and Environmental Education to the Indian States of: Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Tripura, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andaman & Nicobar Islands to the Kingdom of Bhutan and Bangladesh
OFFICIAL COMMITTEES AND SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS

Honorary Member, Steering Committee, IUCN/SSC Crocodile Specialist Group

Member, IUCN/SSC South Asian Reptile Group

Member, IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Specialist Group

Chief Technical Advisor, Irula Snake Catchers’ Industrial Cooperative Society

Convenor, Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH), Andaman and Nicobar Islands Chapter

Founder – Member, Palni Hills Conservation Council

Member, Advisory Committee, Bombay Natural History Society

Editorial Board, Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society

Correspondent, Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles, USA

Advisor, Irula Tribal Womens’ Welfare Society, Afforestation Project

Member, Centre for Environmental Education. Ahmedabad

Founder-Member, Tamil Nadu Society for Social Forestry Research

Honorary Senior Research Fellow, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and Environment, Bangalore

Fellow, Ashoka Foundation Fellowship, USA/India

AWARDS

Award for Conservation Merit, World Wide Fund for Nature (International)

Rolex Award for Enterprise (Switzerland)

Order of the Golden Ark (Netherlands)

Peter Scott Award (UK)

Ashoka Foundation Fellowship (India/USA)

Emmy Award for Outstanding Program Achievement (USA)
Whitley Fund for Nature Award (UK)

Lifetime Achievement Award, University of Florida (USA)

Rolex Award for Enterprise (2nd, Switzerland)

Salim Ali Award (India)

PUBLICATIONS

Over 200 scientific papers, book chapters and popular articles, eight books. 

Produced and presented about 25 documentary films for National Geographic 

Channel, Animal Planet, BBC, and others.

