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Claire Mirande, Senior Director of Conservation Networking, is a member of ICF’s East Asia team. She serves as a Programme Officer for the WI-IUCN SSC Crane Specialist Group which monitors and responds to changes in status and threats to cranes and is helping coordinate an update of a global Crane Conservation Plan. She is responsible for developing ICF’s programs to promote flyway level management in Asia, to build capacity and transfer technical knowledge and skills to professional colleagues to facilitate partnerships with international organizations. Claire oversees ICF’s Siberian Crane conservation activities, which involves coordinating implementation of the Convention for Migratory Species Memorandum of Understanding for the Siberian Crane including overseeing development and implementation of bi-annual conservation plans in coordination with 11 Range States. She served as Project Director for the 6-year UNEP/GEF Siberian Crane Wetland Project aimed at protecting and soundly managing 16 wetlands in four countries and covering 2 flyways in Asia. She serves as ICF’s representative for the United States/Russia Environmental Agreement since 1984 and has traveled extensively in Asia since 1987. Claire is responsible for technical advice to colleagues on reintroduction techniques, satellite transmitters and genetic management. She served as Curator of Birds from 1984-1996. Claire holds a B.S. in Wildlife Science (1981) and a M.S. in Ecology and Animal Behavior (1984).
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Elena Ilyashenko, Executive Director of the Crane Working Group of Eurasia, was the driving force behind the re-establishment of this important group. Since 2003 she serves as ICF/CMS Siberian Crane Flyway Coordinator. She is well respected by her colleagues, is bilingual, a good communicator and motivator, and maintains a bilingual English-Russian website (www.sibeflyway.org), a listserve to share important news; she also regularly publishes semi-annual newsletters. Elena has organized Crane Celebrations at nearly 100 sites in 8 countries and promotes international children’s art exchanges; she studied migratory and breeding ecology of Eurasian Cranes; improved techniques for captive crane management; prepared information on the Demoiselle Crane for the Russian Red Data Book; wrote and edited scientific publications; researched animal trade issues; and developed goals for training of reserve staff. Elena has organized and participated in a variety of international ornithological meetings and environmental education workshops.
Convention of Migratory Species Siberian Crane MoU and three-year plan: http://www.cms.int/species/siberian_crane/sib_cnspln.htm
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