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Conservation Experiences

· Turtle Conservation Project
			Panama, Sri Lanka
			Conducted by	: WRCT
			Granted by	:Dimo Sri Lanka
Volunteer
Description:-
:All the turtle species are considered endangered according to the IUCN red listing
guidelines. According to a preliminary study done by the WRCT they have found that five species
of turtles come ashore to nest in the east coast of Sri Lanka. These areas provide sandy beaches
with optimum conditions (Temperature and Tides) for the turtle nests. Main threat to the turtle
nests in the area are from wild boars (Susscrofa)inhabiting the nearby forests and egg poachers.
However, East coast rookeries are newly identified turtle nesting areas that facilitate five
threatened turtle species where no previous studies have been conducted. This study aims to
increase the scientific knowledge on turtles and east coast rookeries and highlights the need
for conservation of breeding habitats. A 4km stretch of beach from Helawa-Komari is monitored
daily at night during the nesting period. A research parallel to their conservation is carried out to
identify their reproductive ecology, nesting behavior, threats faced by turtles, predator attacks
to nests and effects of anthropogenic activities to turtles. To conserve their nests wire mesh are
placed surrounding the nests. For areas where the beach erosion is high the nests are relocated
in a scientific manner. A number of awareness programs and workshops are carried out in the
area to raise the awareness of the general public.

Responsible for:-
• Locating their nesting sites with GPS receivers.
• Collecting information of their nesting sites and nests.
• Marking individuals to identify them.
• Observing nesting fidelity of these species.
• Conduct lectures to the general public on Conservation of these species.
• Educating egg poachers on the significance of marine turtles.

Key achievements:-
· Study the nesting behavior of egg laying turtles.
· Analysis of the threats to the new born individuals.
· Conserving threatened animals.
· Managing to convince an egg poacher who now helps in conserving turtles.
· Create interest among school children in the area through awareness programs.
· Establishment of sound communication with people around.












Research Experiences
	

A study on mixed species bird flocks in a human altered landscape
to use bird flocks as target units for effective avifaunal conservation
			Field Research Centre,
			Biodiversity Conservation Project
			Maragamuwa,
			Koongahawela.

Conducted by	:Professor Kithsiri.  B. Ranawana 
	(www.pdn.ac.lk/sci/zoology/contactPages/contactRanawana.htm) 
 
Professor Townsend Peterson.
(www. biodiversity.ku.edu)
				
   		Granted by	: Ceylon Tobacco Company
                 
 Description	:-
 Maragamuwa is a forested village situated in the drier borders of the intermediate zone, in the Matale district.  The natural vegetation type found in this region is basically dry-mixed ever green forest with scattered deciduous trees.  The natural forest (NF) which borders our study site extends far and deep, way back in to Habarana.  A part of this natural forest was cleared in early 1970s to bring up a Eucalyptus monoculture by the Ceylon Tobacco Company (CTC) to use it as fuel to cure their tobacco.  But later with the development of a technology to use paddy husk to substitute Eucalyptus wood, the CTC thought of converting the Eucalyptus monoculture back to its original state, or the forest condition.  Therefore, once the Eucalyptus harvesting was done, Human Assisted Natural regeneration (HANR) practices were applied upon the harvested plantation blocks and the secondary forest growth was facilitated in year 2005.  These forest blocks are referred to as the regenerating forest (RF) in this study. The site is a good location to conduct research on Avifauna in the region and to compare their changes in natural forests and regenerating forests.
Responsible for:-
· Observing mixed species flocks.
· Tracking the migratory pathways of birds using GPS points
· Identifying and researching on the growth of the forest over several years.

Key achievements:-
· Creating a poster for the Birds encountering in Maragamuwa.
· Helping for the butterfly guide in Maragamuwa.
		
Current Academic Engagements
BSc (zoology major)
University of peradeniya
Faculty of science.

www.pdn.ac.lk

subjects:-
· wild life and conservation management
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Animal ecology
· fisheries
· Ethology
· Biostatistics 
· Molecular biology and biotechnology

Interests
· Traveling 
· Swimming
· Photography
· Drawing 
I was attracted to the fishing cat in my school days. When I was traveling I saw one of them crossing the road near the  gannoruwa  forest. After that I was looking for it and I heard that it was called fishing cat. Then I collected information on this species and I found out its sad story of crashing on to vehicles and also hunted for skin mostly due to its bad reputation of stealing poultry in the region. So taking action for their conservation, I felt was a timely necessity and that was imprinted on my mind ever since then. But due to financial issues  of the conservation process I couldn’t do much about it, where in a certain instance I even discussed about this matter with the Regional Wild life Department where I didn’t get any positive feedback. So I decided to apply for this grant when I heard about it.
As an amateur conservation biologist if I would be given this opportunity to implement my plans on its survival of this magnificent creature at least on this particular habitat, it would be a great triumph for the Global conservation attempt of it.
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