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Melanie Massaro has been studying birds as a researcher for over 19 years in some of the 
most remote places on the planet, such as Newfoundland, Venezuela's montane cloud 
forests, Tasmania, Antarctica and Australia's and New Zealand's sub-Antarctica islands. She 
recently took up a new position as Lecturer in Ecology and Ornithology at Charles Sturt 
University in Albury-Wodonga. She is the author of one book chapter and 27 papers, 
published in a variety of journals, including Biological Conservation, Animal Conservation, 
Biological Invasions and Plos One. From 2007-2011, she led the research on black robins on 
the Chatham Islands. 
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James Briskie’s research encompasses Conservation Biology, Behavioural Ecology, and 
Evolutionary Biology. For the past 30 years, he has used both field studies (e.g. nest 
monitoring, geolocator tracking) and lab studies (e.g. DNA analyses, gas chromatography, 
sperm motility analyses) to understand the evolution of animal behaviour as well as testing 
new methods for the conservation of endangered animals.  He has a long-standing interest 
and research programme on the effects of population bottlenecks in birds and the effects of 
inbreeding on reproductive biology and behaviour.  
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small population. This publication received wide-spread media attention with articles appearing on 
websites of the National Geographic (http://phenomena.nationalgeographic.com/2014/01/02/in-
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