CURRICULUM VITAE

FERNANDO ARBELÁEZ

i) Contact and personal information:

Address: Calle 46 # 5 - 21 T.2 Apto. 303. Bogotá D.C., Colombia

Telephone number: +57-1-7515594

Mobile phone: +57-313-2161866

E-mail: ferarbe@gmail.com, info@fundacionbiodiversa.org
Nationality: Colombian

Age: 35
Spoken Languages: Spanish, English, French.

ii) Education (summary)
Master in Science (cum laude) in Tropical Ecology. Universiteit van Amsterdam, 2006

Bachelor in Biology. Universidad Nacional de Colombia, 2000

iii) Previous work

· Broad experience working with indigenous communities of the Colombian Amazonia (during turtle conservation program and Bachelor and MSc. research projects), la Guajira (as a consultant for the Yuluka Foundation) and Providencia Island (as a consultant for the FINDEPAC Foundation). 

· Extensive background in education: School teacher for one year, author and editor of five series of high school Natural Sciences textbooks for Santillana S.A. and Norma S.A. Colombian editorials and scientific consultant in the same editorials, among others. 

· Guest expert researcher for the Instituto de Ciencias Naturales – Universidad Nacional de Colombia – and the Oficina de Parques Nacionales – Ministerio del Ambiente, to carry out a biological assessment in the indigenous reserves of the upper Apaporis River, Colombian Amazonia, for the process of declaration of the Jaigogé Apaporis National Park (March to June 2009).
iv) Current work

· Coordinator of the Community-based conservation program of three endangered species of river turtles with Amazonian indigenous communities of Colombia and Peru since April 2007
· President of Fundacion BioDiversa Colombia since March 2009, directive board since March 2008 and collaborator in two different projects in conservation and sustainable development of local communities.
v) Professional and academic distinctions

Recipient of several grants and scholarships: WWF Education for Nature Employment Incentive Grant 2009. Turtle Conservation Fund 2009. Rufford Small Grants 2008. Scott Neotropical Fund grant in 2007. Idea Wild research equipment grant 2006 and 2008. WWF Education for Nature Scholarship 2005-2006. Universiteit van Amstedam research fund 2006. Tropenbos Foundation research grant 2005. Universidad Nacional de Colombia’s scholar fund in 1993 and 1998.

vi) Other interests

Cultural and scientific photography, with exhibitions and published material, and video documentary filming, producing and editing.

vii) Long term plans for the future

· Full commitment to Fundacion BioDiversa Colombia to help designing and looking for funding for further community-conservation and local development programs and for the extension of the ongoing ones.

· To undertake a PhD in community-conservation, social development and sustainable use of natural resources.
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