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Evolutionary history of sturgeons according to the geological time scale

Late Silurian and
Devonian (~420
mya)

Actinopterygii
(ray-finned fishes)
Sturgeons:
now on the brink
of extinction

Chondrostei;
Palaeonisciformes:
Body covered with

Ao

glossy diamond-like
scales of Ganoin

Present day
(the Cenozoic era) -

Carboniferous to R
Triassic
(~350 — 200 mya) >

Survival and expansion Expansion of Palaeonisciformes
of Acipenseriforms f0"0W|ng the extinction of

at the age of dinosaurs Crossopterigii and Dipneustes

Extinction of
Palaeonisciformes and
survival of Acipenseriforms
Jurassic and early
Cretaceous
(~200— 100 mya)

Fossil source: http://www.thefossilforum.com




