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Freshwater Turtles
and Tortoises of Assam

Chelonians are perhaps most distinctive group of
ancient reptiles characterised by an upper part called
carapace and a lower part called plastron. All turtles
are egg layers and none of them have teeth. Mostly
distributed in the tropical region of the world,
chelonians are divided into two groups called side
necked and retractable necked ones. Main
subdivisions among them are tortoise, freshwater
turtles and marine turtles.

Tortoises are found on land, in forests and have high,
domed hard shells and elephant like limbs. They help
disperse seeds, benefiting several plant species. They
are mostly herbivorous and consume fruits,
mushrooms, roots and grasses and are important
species in grassland and forest habitats.

Freshwater turtles are divided into two groups called
Soft shell turtles and Hardshell Turtles. Softshell
turtles are highly aquatic with a flat body, forelimbs
modified for swimming, pointed snout and the shell
covered by a leathery skin. Many of them grow large
and lays eggs which are spherical or round in shape.
Hardshell species on the other hand and are covered
by scutes rather than skin.

19 species of turtles and tortoises in India are in the
IUCN threatened categories. Most turtle species in
India are threatened with extinction due to
exploitation for food or the pet trade. Other threats
include habitat loss, fragmentation and over fishing.
The extinction of turtles would have a devastating
impact on the environment because of the vital roles
that freshwater turtles and tortoises play within their
ecosystems.

Conservation of freshwater turtles and tortoises in
Assam is of paramount importance to save the
diverse ecosystems such as riverine areas, wetlands,
beels, alluvial grasslands, tropical evergreen forests
and dry and mixed decidous forests. Protected area
network in Assam is key to the conservation of turtles
along with a collaborative effort in research,
awareness and enforcement.
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Abbreviations:

IUCN- International Union for Conservation of Nature
IWPA- Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

CITES- Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

Key:
- Hardshell Freshwater Turtles
- Softshell Freshwater Turtles
- Land Tortoises



Freshwater Turtles- Hardshells/ 2% ¢ Sacdies

Batagur dhongoka (Gray, 1832)
Three-striped Roofed Turtle

Local names: Boro kasav/ S99, &9, <9 g
Maximum length: 48 cm

IWPA: Not listed
IUCN: Endangered (2000)
CITES: Appendix IT

Photo: Abhijit Das

Pangshura tecta (Gray, 1830)
Indian Roofed Turtle

Local names: Rangeen Katha, Nal dura/ I8 &2/, 5 ¥4l
Maximum length: 18 cm

IWPA: Schedule I
IUCN: Least Concern (2000)
CITES: Appendix I

Photo: Abhijit Das

Pangshura smithii (Gray, 1863)
Brown Roofed Turtle

Local name: Pachedha, Nal dura/ =1 731
Maximum length: 22 cm

IWPA: Not listed
IUCN: Near Threatened (2000)
CITES: Appendix II

Photo: Anuja Mital

: Pangshura tentoria (Gray, 1834)
Indian Tent Turtle

Local names: Pachedha, Nal dura/ =1 7
Maximum length: 27 cm

IWPA: Not listed
IUCN Red List: Least Concern (2000)
CITES: Appendix II

Photo: Sneha Dharwadkar




Pangshura sylhetensis (Jerdon, 1870)
Assam Roofed Turtle

Local names: Pani kathua, Asomi dura, Phulen dura/

Maximum length: 20 cm

IWPA: Schedule I
IUCN Red List: Endangered (2000)
CITES: Not Listed

Photo: Abhijit Das

Morenia petersi (Anderson 1879)
Indian Eyed Turtle

Local name: Bangla dura, Haldi katha/ i< 491
Maximum length: 20 cm

IWPA: Not listed
IUCN: Vulnerable (2000)
CITES: Not listed

Photo: Anuja Mital

Geoclemys hamiltonii (Gray, 1834)
Spotted Pond Turtle

Local name: Chittidar katha, Kala katha/ =& wal, 51 741
Maximum length: 41 cm

IWPA: Schedule I
IUCN: Vulnerable (2000)
CITES: Appendix I

Photo: Anuja Mital

Hardella thurjii (Gray, 1831)
Crowned River Turtle

Local name: Boro katha, Piski/ 33 44l
Maximum length: 61 cm

IWPA: Not listed
IUCN: Vulnerable (2000)
CITES: Not listed

Photo: Sabiha Khan



Melanochelys tricarinata (Blyth, 1856)
Tricarinate Hill Turtle
Local name:

Sila kachua, Pahadi kathua,/ feffSta et wal, 2T 7=t

Maximum length: 20 cm

IWPA: Schedule I
IUCN: Vulnerable (2000)
CITES: Appendix I

Photo: Hari Krishnan

Melanochelys trijuga (Schweigger 1812)
Indian Black Turtle

Local name: Nal dura/ &1 4«1
Maximum length: 38 cm

IWPA: Not listed
IUCN: Near Threatened (2000)
CITES: Not listed

Photo: Sabiha Khan

Cuora mouhotii (Gray, 1862)
Keeled Box Turtle

Local name: Siri, Jap dura/ <1 siof w3l
Maximum length: 19 cm

IWPA: Not listed
IUCN: Endangered (2000)
CITES: Appendix II

Photo: Abhijit Das

Cuora amboinensis (Riche in Daudin, 1801)
Malay Box Turtle

Local name: Jap dura/ &%l 71
Maximum length: 22 cm

IWPA: Not listed
IUCN: Vulnerable (2000)
CITES: Appendix II

Photo: Hari Krishnan



Cyclemys gemeli (Fritz et al., 2008)
Assam Leaf Turtle

Local name: Sil Kathua, Sheel kachua/ &1 3%, (5¢(0! 7=
Maximum length: 25 cm

IWPA: Not listed
IUCN: Not Assessed
CITES: Not listed

Photo: Abhijit Das

Chitra indica (Gray 1830)
Indian Narrow-headed Softshell Turtle

Local name:Bagia kasav, Chitra, Seem kachua/ Izl 3%, foal
Maximum length: 150 cm

IWPA: Not listed
IUCN: Endangered (2000)
CITES: Appendix II

Photo: Sneha Dharwadkar

Lissemys punctata (Bonnaterre, 1789)
Indian Flapshell Turtle

Local name:
Sundari kachua, Sukha kachua/ Q6! ¥z, LA FHH!
Maximum length: 37 cm

IWPA: Schedule I
IUCN: Least Concern (2000)
CITES: Appendix IT

Photo: Abhijit Das

Nilssonia gangetica (Cuvier, 1825)
Ganges Softshell Turtle

Local name: Khatawa, Patal/ 5i5 SI%
Maximum length: 94 cm

IWPA: Schedule I
IUCN Red List: Vulnerable (2000)
CITES: Appendix I

Photo: Abhijit Das




Nilssonia hurum (Gray, 1830)
Indian Peacock Softshell Turtle

Local name: Mor pankhi kachua/ 73 72 ¥
Maximum length: 60 cm

IWPA: Schedule I
IUCN Red List: Vulnerable (2000)
CITES: Appendix I

Photo: Abhijit Das

Nilssonia nigricans (Anderson, 1875)
Black Softshell Turtle

Local name:
Kachim, Bormuria, Laomura/ ﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁ, W@ﬁﬂ‘l FIz, FifRA

Maximum length: 95 cm

IWPA: Not Listed
IUCN Red List: Extinct in Wild (2000)
CITES: Appendix I

Photo: Abhijit Das

Amyda catiliginea (Boddaert, 1770)
Asiatic Softshell Turtle

Local name: Kachim/ Fif&x
Maximum length: 83 cm

IWPA: Not Listed
IUCN Red List: Vulnerable (2000)
CITES: Appendix IT

Photo: Anukul Nath

Land Tortoises/ g3l F12

Indotestudo elongata (Blyth, 1854)
Elongated Tortoise

Local names: Suryamukhi, Bhain kachua/ &8 Fig
Maximum length: 36 cm

IWPA: Schedule IV
IUCN: Endangered (2000)
CITES: Appendix II

Photo: Rejoice Gassah



Manouria emys (Schlegel & Miiller, 1844)
Asian Brown Tortoise

Local names: Mon dura, Pahadi kachua/ #igi¥ ¥
Maximum length: 60 cm

IWPA: Schedule IV
IUCN: Endangered (2000)
CITES: Appendix II

Photo: Abhijit Das

The 'Turtle Research Initiative in Assam' is a project working towards understanding the rich turtle
diversity of the Brahmaputra floodplains in Assam and study the ecology of the species and their
interactions with freshwater habitats to develop conservation action plans and ensure their long term
survival.
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© Freshwater Turtles and Tortoises of India (FTTI).
FTTI works towards the conservation of freshwater chelonians and freshwater ecosystems in India through collaborative
research, community action and education, and policy advocacy.
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