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Orthoptera Conservation in the Middle East: Is
Psorodonotus eberni priceless or worthless?

By BATTAL GIPLAK, OZGOL YAHYAOGLU, & ONUR ULUAR
Department of Siclogy. Faculty of Scence, Avdenis University
Ariatys,

aatolia is 2 glacial refu-
sum of the Middle East,
3 part of the West Pals-
arctic and i3 considered
a biodiversity botspot
because of 2 high sum-
ber of endemic species, madnly re-
stricted %o the high mountain chains.
The rate'oumber of sademmic species
dw-ug:dulmdmy the highest
Taurus. | Hmt mhspxmpcy:—
lations, the glacial relicts, occurring
aloag Mediterransan Tauwrus, are very
\mbawmmgohlmmg
b of their changi g
ndlotad:pmspou:nalofmu
popu=lations. The preseat stady aimed
to condact a case study ca the con-
servaticn of glacial relicts of Mediter-
razsan relicts. To achiove this aim we
chose the icozic busbcricket species
Psorodonotus ebneri, which was con-
sidered a3 cae of 100 amazing species
by IUCN in ths book eatitied Price-
less or Worthless: 100 Amazing Spe-
cses. The Boydaglan bush cricket P2
chnert 5 2 species resricted 0 3 very
aarow area in the Boydaglan M,
Astalys, Turkey. This species bas
besa recorded from two i
localities ca this mountain range, 0ze
from 1500 m (Tabtal:dag) and the sec-
ond from 1800 = (Calbahdag, Imecik
Yayla). The low altitade population
oz Taksahdag Bas already gome extinct

(i) estimating the species’ adaptive

TURKEY

MLMM&&M&AM*WMLR.'.“#M.“-

( etnrer! does not occur In the ares In front site of the photol C The memben of the research
team are In an exact ocosrrence petch of the species (left o right: Ozgul Yebrpaodiu, Onur Ulser,
ard Battal Oplek) O Local brtefings % people Iving in Irmeck Yeyle.

potental, (iv) estimating effective
measares for coaservation, and (v)
diseminating the ouicomes via Meet-
ings and booklets. This project is sup-
ported by “The Mobamed bia Zayed
Species Conservation Fuad™ (mps:
WWW.peciesconservaton org’)

Stldnr conducted during the first

Dmng:hﬁn'ponodef&umd\
the study area bas besn visited & times
(Fig. 1). Duning these visits, we de-
termined that first hatching observed
around the £rst wesk of May, and fint
adults around the £rit woek of Juze
wat] their disappearance at aromnd
the ead of Juzs. In the possible oc-
cumrence ared, ®e busk crickets were
observed at five &iffereat patch

both by observing direct specimens
cor boaring the male calling song. The
total occurTence aTea comstitutes

proximately 2.5 k=’ (s00 Fig. 1). Al-
though the habitats surounding thete
patchos seamed promising for e wpe-
cies, wo were masuccessful iz Jocating
ny:athumx In 3 coming year
these areas will be upoc.aﬂyu:dud
to confirm the exact

Mod(co!.«ugormocﬁgh

cbiervance) at three difforeat wtes in
an area of 200 = x 200 = during the
period that adults were observed We
cberved 6 males and | fomals in the
£rst site, 15 males and 10 females in
e seccad and none i the third. By

g the sazple bers to
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