Keralite heads first red list assessment of Indian grasshoppers

AMIYA WEETHAL jiorhbais

CURSERVATHE bnbogisl [
misah haskar, & natiwe of Pad
infarathara in Wayanad, & loeowd
Ing a team which carries oul
India's first Red List Assess
ment of grasshoppers, iniiated
by the Urasshopper Spechal ksl
Caroup of the lmber matbonal Un
ion for the Conservation of Na-
ture { TLNC )

The feld study related o the
assessment has begun in Doty
ag well as Wavanad which are
part aof the Milgiri Biosphere
Reserve (NBR). “Though India

Fans 10 speeies described, the
prasshopper has b given th
stmtus ol pesi sinee (e British
i

The assesEment alms to
ol grass hoper 48 a spec s
mniributing much o the biod)
versity, which exists in all ter
restrlal habitats . Girass hopgser
i noi a species found in grass
only,” sald Bhaskar

The survey 15 being carriod
atit in MAR which comprises 10
wildl ife sanctuaries across Ker-
ala, Karnataka and Tamil Madu
“We are targeting already de-
scribed 30 species endemic to

Oihaniech Bhaskas seting trap inthe Feld

Chang e af rdentifyngnew
species are Righ. Thelisting
% eapaciad T be published
in2022

Draaniien Bhashar

Western Ghats, Their distriba
thon amd status will be updated
after the survey Along with
that, chancos to identklying new
species are high. The listing 1
axpectid to be published 1n
3022." elaborated Dhanéessh,
who has a grasshopper named
after him-'Cladonotus bhaska
ri-which was identified in the
Sinharaja rainforest in 5ri Lan-

k. Hhushar and his besm-mos)
Iy stwdents -will be working
with the financial suppori of
Mohamed bin fayed Species
Conservation Fund and ground
suppart from Chennaibased
Care Barth Trust

Bhaskar, along with o team of
researchers, had recently pub
Dshed & paper on the discowry
al the new species, Tedtilobus
trishula. Ft has boen given th
comimaan name “Shiva's pyany
trishula’ since It has protru-
slons on s pronotum that ars
shaped like a trident, the weap-
on of Lord Shiva



