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SUMMARY

A workshop was held in Dehraun, Uttarakhand on 4™ September 2021 on the occasion of
International Vulture Awareness Day. The workshop, hosted by The School of Environment and
Natural Resources of Doon University with technical support of HISER Society, brought
together 30 PG Students, Research Scholars and Experts working on Conservation of Vultures in
Uttarakhand. The workshop successfully harnessed the enthusiasm and experience of
participants and reached wide-ranging consensus.

The ongoing study on vultures is being conducted by research scholars of Doon University since
2014. This workshop was next in the series of workshops organized in the University on Vulture
Conservation in Uttarakhand. The previous one was an “International Workshop on Trans
boundary Issues in Vulture Conservation” that was held in April 2019.

The participants were given new information and data about the state of the vulture population,
the risks they face, and the best conservation strategy. Participants' enthusiasm and experience
were successfully channeled, and a broad consensus was formed.

More information is available on: https://hisersociety.org/raptor-conservation/

Figure 1 : Himalayan Vultures © Sunny Joshi
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BACKGROUND

Drastic decline of vulture population in the Indian sub-continent in 1990s is a well-known fact,
and the Diclofenac poisoning was found the single most responsible factor behind this issue
(Oaks et al., 2004; Prakash et al., 2012; Birdlife International, 2013). Veterinary use of
Diclofenac has been banned in India since 2006 and large vials of human use diclofenac since
2015 in India. However, human use diclofenac are still being used in veterinary treatment. Along
with use of Non-Steroidal Anti Inflammatory Drugs (NSAIDs), various other threats such as
electrocution (Ogada et al., 2011; Saran & Purohit, 2012), habitat destruction including climate
change are also recognized threats vulture species.

Mr. Khima Nand Balodi (PhD Scholar, Doon University) started working on research and
conservation projects on Vultures in 2014. Later, his studies were funded by prominent
International Organizations such as The Rufford Foundation, Oriental Bird Club and The MBZ
Species Conservation Fund. Mr. Balodi was awarded the prestigious “Future Conservationist
Award -2016” by Conservation Leadership Programme (CLP) for his research and conservation
work in Uttarakhand. Later, he was joined by Ms. Himani Singh Khati (a Doon University
Alumni, Currently a Researcher in Wildlife Institute of India), Sunny Joshi (PhD Scholar, Doon
University) and they have carry forwarded their work as a team till date., while receiving
International Awards and Research Grants from The MBZ Species Conservation Fund and
HawkWatch International.

During this study, all 9 species that are reported from the Indian Subcontinent were reported in
Uttarakhand, making the state extremely important for conservation of these Critically
Endangered (CR) and Endangered (EN) species. Therefore, a need for dissemination of
knowledge about these species was felt. This workshop was planned in January 2021 and was
supposed to happen in March 2021, but due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, it could not be
done.

This workshop was used as a medium to disseminate knowledge about vultures, their role in the
ecosystem, the global decline in their population and the issues faced during the conservation
efforts with the PG Students of Doon University, Researchers and Staff.

This report of the workshop is structured as follows:

e The workshop programme is attached as Annex A.

e Afull list of participants is attached as Annex B.

e A record of the workshop proceedings is attached as Annex C.
e Photographs from the Workshop are attached as Annex D.




ANNEX A - WORKSHOP PROGRAMME

11:30 - Registration
12:00 — Background, Introduction, Workshop Objectives and Ground Rules
12:15 - Welcome and Opening Address by Mr. Sunny Joshi

(PhD Scholar, Doon University).

12:20 - Keynote Speaker — Dr. Suneet Naithani

12:45 — Detailed Talk by on Vultures by Mr. Khima Nand Balodi
(PhD Scholar Doon University, Gram Pradhan — Barangal, Almora.)

1:15 - Short Break

1:30 - Powerpoint Presentation by Himani Singh Khati
(Researcher, Wildlife Institute of India).

2:00 — Results

2:15— Group Discussion, Q&A Session

3:00 - Closing Remarks, Vote of Thanks, Way Forward




ANNEX B — LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

SR.NO NAME

AFFILIATION

EMAIL ADDRESS

Sunny Joshi Doon University sjoshi.phdsenr@doonuniversity.ac.in
Nidhi Bhatt Doon University nidhibhatt2216@gmail.com

Kamini Silora Doon University silorakamini@gmail.com
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Shubham Maletha

Doon University
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Doon University
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Arushi lohani Doon University lohaniarushi1l554@gmail.com
Anuj Joshi Doon University joshianuj671@amail.com
9. Utkarsh Chaudhary  |Doon University chaudhary utkarsh@ymail.com
10. Anjali Thapliyal Doon University anjalithapliyal399@gmail.com
11. Bhawana Masiwal Doon University bhawnamasiwal47@gmail.com
12. Ravinder Karmakar  |Himgiri Zee University ravinderkarmakar@gmail.com

13. Neha Negi

Doon University

negineha0412@gmail.com

14, Khima Nand Balodi

Gram Panchayat Barangal

knbalodidoon@gmail.com

15. Ankit Singh

Doon University

ankit6829@gmail.com

16. Tribhuwan Singh

Forest Research Institute

singhtribhuwan1994@agmail.com

17. Rahul Bodh

Indian Institute of Remote
Sensing

tenzinlotey202@gmail.com

18. Anjali Mishra

Doon University

connecting.anjali@gmail.com

19. Swati Singh

Doon University

swati.singh858@gmail.com

20. Deepti Negi

Doon University

vpsdeeptil8@agmail.com

21. Himani Singh Khati

Wildlife Institute of India

himanikhati.hk11l@gmail.com

22, Tapasya Thapa

Zoological Survey of India

tapasyathapa96 @gmail.com

23. Roshani Bisht

Wildlife Institute of India

841roshani@gmail.com

24. Juno Negi

Wildlife Institute of India

junoneqi94@gmail.com

25. Ashish Sharma

Doon University

ashishsharma2342@agmail.com

26. Surbhi Gairola

HISER Society

surbhigairola007 @gmail.com

27. Renu Kumari

Wildlife Institute of India

renugusain24@agmail.com

28. Girdhar Singh

Forest Research Institute

girdharsingh11110@gmail.com

29. Milan Rawat

HISER Society

milanrawat990@gmail.com

30. Dr. Suneet Naithani

Doon University

suneetnaithani@agmail.com
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ANNEX C - WORKSHOP PROCEEDINGS

Sunny Joshi started the program by welcoming all the participants, the keynote speaker — Dr.
Suneet Naithani with Co-speakers — Khima Nand Balodi and Himani Singh Khati. He gave an
introduction about the International Vulture Awareness Day and congratulated all for the same
and then invited Dr. Naithani for his speech.

Dr. Suneet Naithani the keynote speaker of the workshop started his speech by telling the story
of the mythological character “Jatayu” from Ramayana and how important his role was in the
story arc. He related it with the role played the vultures as scavengers in the ecosystem, like how
jatayu have to fight the evil to protect the good, in the same manner, vultures remove the evils (in
the form of dead and decaying animals) from our environment by consuming them. He also
talked about how the conversion of open scrublands for developmental activities has led to the
habitat loss of these birds of prey. The decline in habitats or fragmentation of the habitats has
caused the shrinking of their flying range, ultimately severely limiting their habitat.

Khima Nand Balodi who has been working on the conservation of vultures in Uttarakhand for
several years, talked about the ecosystem services provided by the vultures, various stakeholders
and issues that have developed in absence of vultures. He also mentioned how the Vulture
Conservation Programme started in Uttarakhand. He said, with the joint effort of his team and
volunteers they have reported 9 species of vultures in Uttarakhand. He emphasized that an
extensive conservation action drive with the help of government line departments, NGOs and
stakeholders is required to ensure the survival of these severely threatened birds. He explained
how several threats have loomed over these species, such as:

e The toxic pharmaceutical drugs like diclofenac have caused a sharp decline in the population
among the vultures.

e Poisoning of the dead cattle and livestock by villagers as an intentional measure to take
revenge by the villagers has led to a decrease in the population of vultures.

e Electrocution of vultures due to high tension transmission wires present nearby their feeding
areas.

e Lack of coordination between different government departments and policy makers.

e ack of awareness among local people about the conservation of vultures.

He also talked about an innovative step taken by his Gram Panchayat for a safe vulture feeding
site named as Vulture Restaurant, where it is ensured that diclofenac free carcasses are fed to the
vultures that are also away from power transmission lines.




Himani Singh Khati, researcher from Wildlife Institute of India gave an informative
presentation about different vulture species in Uttarakhand, their history, ecological role and
threats faced by them. Her presentation included photos from their field work, which helped the
audience grasp the situation more clearly. She also discussed how vulture mortality caused by
electricity transmission lines has become a big problem in recent years, as well as the steps her
team has done to alleviate the threat thus far. For example, carcass dumping sites may be
relocated.

Sunny Joshi explained how the declining populations of vultures are having an impact on
cultural practices of some communities. Like, The Parsi Community, who used to offer their
dead to the vultures (dead bodies are placed over a tower called The Tower of Silence). But the
vanishing populations of vultures are causing a threat to their culture. Same can be observed in
some Buddbhist cultures too.

After that, there was a Q/A session in which the participants raised their doubts and questions
which were well answered by the experts. Sunny Joshi, in his closing remarks, underlined that
Uttarakhand, particularly the Terai Region, is a great habitat for vultures, and that if the dangers
described above are addressed, it can serve as a nursery for the recovery of the world vulture
population in the wild. He also stressed the importance of increasing public awareness about
vulture conservation issues in Uttarakhand.




ANNEX D - PHOTOGRAPHS

Figuré 6: Workshop Participans

Figure 7: Electrocuted Vultures Info graphic




Figure 8: Electrocution of Vulture
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Figure 13: Workshop Participants
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