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e Sarothrura ayresi (Gurney, 1877)

* One of nine flufftail species endemic to sub-
Saharan Africa (Sarothrura)

* Diagnostic white secondary flight feathers

* Cryptic behaviour

* Globally Critically Endangered

* Breeds at high-elevation wetlands in summer

* Wetland specialist preferring intact sedge ol
mea d OWS © Warwick Tarboton

* WwF International & National Working Groups )
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Wetlands and water Habitat and biodiversity

Flagship
species

Education and
awareness
The .

Stewardship

CELEBRATING WETLANDS & WATER
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& partners l ))\
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Wetland Conservation

Ecosystem Threat Status Ecosystem Protection Level
Terrestrial | Terrestrial || GG e
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m Critically Endangered mEndangered =Vulnerable mLeast Concem m'Well Protected mModerately Protected © Poorly Protected mNot Protected
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Wetland Ecosystem Services

* PROVISIONING SERVICES

* REGULATING & SUPPORTING SERVICES - Water for human use
- Flood attenuation - Harvestable natural
- Streamflow regulation
- Sediment trapping

- Erosion control

- Phosphate removal

- Nitrate removal

- Toxicant removal

- Carbon storage

- Biodiversity maintenance
- Climate change resilience

resources
Food for livestock
Cultivated foods

CULTURAL SERVICES

Tourism & recreation

Education & research

Cultural & spiritual values
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Type of agreement  Legal mechanism Typical contract Binding on the Binding on the
length property landowner

Nature Reserve Protected Areas 30-99 years or Protected area Contract agreement
1t 3 Act 57 of 2003 in perpetuity declaration and title
E = R deed restriction
g Q0 E - Protected Minimum of Protected area Contract agreement
g%‘ £ o Environment 30 years declaration and
E3Se title deed note
TS B
2V .
[
Qepnp =2
= owv
8 © S —
D Biodiversity Contract law 5-10 years Not binding Contract agreement
Agreement
Biodiversity Informal agreement Not binding Not binding

Partnership Areas
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Wetland Protection

* National recognition through protected area (PA) legislation and
inclusion in global PA network

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: PROTECTED AREAS ACT 57 OF 2003

To provide for the protection and conservation of ecologically viable areas representative of South
Africa's biological diversity and its natural landscapes and seascapes; for the establishment of a
national register of all national, provincial and local protected areas; for the management of those
areas in accordance with national norms and standards; for intergovernmental co-operation and
public consultation in matters concerning protected areas; for the continued existence, governance

and functions of South African National Parks; and for matters in connection therewith.
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Middelpunt Nature Reserve
and Ramsar Site

Legend

D Middelpunt Nature Reserve

Roads

Sourge: B, Meser, Gootys, Eariser Ceogrphies, GNESAlbus DS, USDA,
USSS, Azro@RID, IEN, end s GIS User Communiy

- Middelpunt Nature Reserve 129
|:| Greater L Protected E il ) 1000

- Greater Lakenvlei Protected i

_ Giv'.ng Conservation w“ngs

Middelpunt Nature Reserve
p n
Only confirmed breeding site in SA Mpumo|angq -

Middelpunt Wetland Trust (1994) e

BirdLife South Africa (2012) ;;?TROUTFARM {TROUTrarM ®
WwF IWG Implementation Plan (2020-2022) »%i

Two private landowner groups
Declared 14 October 2022 Eland’s vaney

527 ha of grasslands, wetlands and seeps ) forestry, fisheries
A& & the environment

Department:
Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Co-management Agreement
Management Plan (2023)

Middelpunt
Wetland
Trust

Ramsar Site
Ramsar Information Sheet (December 2022)

Designation by Ramsar committee (March 2023)

International recognition and accountability
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Greater Lakenvlei Protected
Environment expansion
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Legend
Greater Lakenvlei Pr

otected Environ

ment Expansion

 Greater Lakenvlei Protected
Environment

Promote sustainable
management of biodiversity

Established in 2017 (14,000 ha)
GLPE Landowners Association
Annual meetings and

Expand by >7,000 ha

Public participation (415 support
letters)

MEC to sign declaration

Review Management Plan
(2023)

- Promote best practice guidelines
for habitat management

& N

Mpumalanga =

TOURISM AND PARKS AGENCY

éz,\ \

(S N\
TLAnps FOR T

questionnaire -‘..'- ENDANGERED

WILDLIFE TRUST

www.ewt.org.za
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Wetland Management

* Professional advice and support from provincial conservation agency.

* Development of management plan, annual plans of operation and
annual review of management effectiveness to aid in providing
additional guidance/support (grazing plans, rangeland condition
assessments, best practice guidelines, technical assistance through
GIS/spatial mapping/monitoring).
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* Only known breeding site in South Africa

* Privately owned cattle farm

ooooo

isibility with a PVC
hi gh b l tyWLre flagging, o prail

:’ * Threats:

P—— 1 1‘ 1. Cattle trampling

ld mmal to ly jump over or slip under the

oooooo

AL . Damaging peat fires

 Solutions:
1. Wildlife-friendly fence (4 km)

2. Cool, Spring burn (first 25 mm of rzgs)

© Anton Linstrom Bil’dLife
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* Population dynamics
- Monitoring long-term population trends e :
White-winged Flufftail

- Population vital rates Habitat Management
¢ D i St ri b Ut i 0 n Best practice guidelines for the management

ofsutable abitat o the CricalyEndagete
- Within South Africa Wi o= i i T

- Outside South Africa

* Movement

- Seasonal migration routes

- Predictors of arrival and departure

* Habitat requirements

- Vegetation

- Animals — wetland ecosystem engineers
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Wetland Stewardship

* Development of management interventions (fire-breaks, alien plant
eradication, fencing, soil erosion control measures, and/or other
ecotourism infrastructure planning and construction).

* Development of ecological and biodiversity monitoring programmes.
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I p— * Signboards erected in Dullstroom and
o S along routes

et © Dynamic QR code — 280 scans over 6
“ months
forests and near-pristine grasslands.

S ¢ |[nformation resources housed on BLSA

should be used to drive these routes.

Scan the QR Code for: We b pa ge

& * Local business sponsorship

* Extrinsic value: provide financial
incentive for landowners

* Intrinsic value: appreciation for
biodiversity
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Ntsikeni Nature Reserve

Community Project

9,200 ha, Strategic Water Source Area,
Ramsar, threatened and endemic bird
species

* Habitat degradation due to limited resources
and community pressures

* Management authority and local stakeholder
support

* Projects related to eco-tourism, habitat
restoration, and reserve infrastructure

* Progress (2023):

- Community bird guide (monitoring,
biosecurity & guiding)

- Ntsikeni Lodge (maintenance & promotion)

- Communal grazing management (Meat © Sipho Ndebele Y
Naturally) A,
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Wetland Rehabilitation

* Preferential access to public works programmes (such as Working for
Water or Working for Wetlands).

* Preferential selection by corporates for habitat and biodiversity
offsets.
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* Guidance around what legal
protections apply to privately-owned
protected areas and the processes
through which landowners can S
oppose development applications BirdLife
and decisions with potential negative p——
impacts on these sites. R

lome / What We Do / Policy and Advocacy / Media and Resources

Media and Resources

* Access to BLSA resources on

environmental impact assessment

CO m m e nta ry — Guidance on Engaging in Environmental Impact Assessment Processes
L]

A Guide to Effective Engagement in Environmental Impact Assessment Processes

Effective Engagement in Environmental Impact Assessments - Checklist ))\
S . . [ .
Effective Engagement in Environmental Impact Assessment — FAQs Blrd I lfe
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African-Eurasian Migratory
Waterbird Agreemen’r

CMS © AEWA

s

International Single Species Action Plan
for the Conservation of the

AEWA

e White-winged Flufftai
&) AEWA White-winged Flufftail St
UNEP International Working Group

Sarothrura ayresi

African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement

* AEWA - an independent international
treaty developed by the United Nations
Environment Programme's Convention on
Migratory Species

* White-winged Flufftails listed on Appendix
1 — highest level that necessitates

protection

* South Africa became a signatory to AEWA & 2
. BirdLife
in 2002
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: Middelpunt Nature Reserve officially declared!

Middelpunt Nature Reserve was officially declared on the 14 October 2022! We thank the
landowners, Dullstroom Trout Farm and Elands Valley Guest Farm, and
for their support of the declaration. Middelpunt Wetland is the only confirmed
breeding site of the globally Critically Endangered White-winged Flufftail in South Africa and
hosts a rich biodiversity of flora and fauna. Many downstream users benefit from this 10,000-year-
old, peat-based wetland in the Lakenviei area. Nature reserve status will help ensure that this
zgjnc::l site is safeguarded and stewarded for the benefit of birds and people for many years to MIDDELPUNT
_ ) NATURE RESERVE
We would also like to thank and acknowledge Middelpunt Wetland Trust,
through the Ingula Partnership and the many individuals who have contributed
to the research and conservation of White-winged Flufftail.

Map: Middelpunt Nature Reserve, demarcated by the green outline, spans 500 ha and
encompasses the main body of Middelpunt Wetland along with lateral seeps (Mervyn Lotter).

It's official

A " 3
Middelpunt Nature Reserve
High Voltage Lines

Middelpunt Nature Reserve becomes South Africa's 29th Ramsar Site

Gugu Mhlungu and CSI & Nature Conservationist, -:JU’\‘JPEK LA INASAAIN
Tim Neary speak to Wetland Conservation Project summer:r. : BROADBILL
Manager at BirdLife South Africa, Dr Kyle J. Lloyd H i Song & dance
on some of the challenges around wetlands in light of The Middelpunt Nature Reserve, in Mpumalanga

F : » 4 ool : ; W (\ | o
wetland of international importance by the international Convention on Wetlands organisation Ramsar. (\ )rr p (.

= o ~
P Apple Podcasts Ui Google Podcasts ‘r\)‘[‘ (—-)
\/

Weekend Breakfast with Gugs Mhlungu MARTIAL EAGLE

EEKEND BREAKFAST
GUGS MHLUNGU

BIRDERS...

’ Middelpunt Nature Reserve becomes South Africa’s 29th Ramsar Site

00:00 / 19:08 P It helps to
be crazy!
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I AT

SOUTH AFRICA

Giving Conservation Wings




* The value of the land may be deducted from the
landowner’s taxable income (s37D tax benefit).*

* Municipal rates exclusion for the conserved area, as
provided for in the Local Government Municipal
Property Rates Act 2004.

* All/some legal and publication costs covered.
* Facilitated access to external donor funding.

e Skills development and employment opportunities
(e.g., bird guide training, training in fire and alien
plant management).

BirdI:ife

SOUTH AFRICA
Giving Conservation Wings



o\*atif. DY 3 4=~ THE
{ROCKJUMPER \/ BirdLife ~ WATERBIRD

INTERNATIONAL .’\:‘\ SOCIETY

PREVENTING EXTINCTIONS

‘CLUB300 W DEYNECKE

ENGINEERING

The Ingula Partnership

() WILDLIFE

ACOUSTICS

Middelpunt

&W@ forestry, fisheries

# & the environment
e reme %f,ts'tand ® € S kOI I l Egﬁeas[?r?elgltshenes and the Environment

BiCKEL

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
AFROMONTANE

RESEARCH UNIT (ARU) Mlemeqmasa@ M_lones & Wagener

Engineering & Environmental Consultants
A ulIJl Lde ddAdlapl)
The Mohamed bin Zayed SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND
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