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Activities-1: Staff recruitment and team building:

We built a research team ‘Walk for Loris’ comprising 6 permanent members and 6 interns to

conduct the research and conservation work in 2 field sites.

SINo Name Designation Email
1. Md. Sabit Hasan Principal Investigator khansabit4044@gmail.com
2. Md. Shoeb Ali Researcher; Wildlife shoeb693@gmail.com
3. Mofagkharul Islam Media & Outreach russellmail68@gmail.com
4. Tania Akhter Research Assistant; Wildlife | taniaaktar733@gmail.com
. Mohammad Abdur Research Assistant; abdurrahim.jnu08@gmail.com
Rahim Anthropology
6. | Khalid Mushwan Research Assistant; Botany khalidmushwan2015@gmail.com
7. | Rifat Hasan Ravin Intern rifat.hasan2898@gmail.com
8. Mahia Tasnim Intern mahiamoni2@gmail.com
9. Nazifa Tabassum Intern www.nsfa9@gmail.com
10. | Md. Selim Reza Intern rezaselim855@gmail.com
11. Shairy Rahman Intern Shairy.Rahman.98@gmail.com
12. | Akash Majumder Intern akashmojumdar99@gmail.com




Activities-2: Rescue center preparation:

Two abandoned buildings of Bangladesh Forest Department had been modified to prepare the
rescue centers in Madhabkunda Eco Park and Satchari National Park. The plastic coated metal net
used in preparation of front door, windows and shutter. Two wood made box had been fixed in
different three angle to set the camera trap for observation of rescued slow loris. Two wood made
tray and three plastic bowl fixed in the plant branches for food supplies. Inside the enclosure,
artificial nature like habitat had been created to ensure the safe and stress-free stay over of Bengal

slow loris.
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Figure 1: Rescue centers; Madhabkunda Eco Park (left) and Satchari National Park (right).

Activities-3: Workshop on Radio Collar tagging, handling and data collection of Bengal slow

loris

A workshop comprising one day in house and three days on field was arranged to train the interns.
About 30 graduate and undergraduate students dropped their CVs and cover letters to join our
team. Primarily we selected 16 for in house training and we evaluated and prioritized them
considering their response during workshop and academic level. We selected 6 interns for on field
training session. They stayed three days in the field site, visited rescue center, learn about loris
captive care, tagging, tracking and handling. They joined the nocturnal survey and behavior data
collection to learn how to encounter loris at night and proper data collection methods. We teach

them about loris ethogram and data writing strategy and management.
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Figure 2: Workshop activities in Dhaka city and Madhabkunda Eco Park.



Activities-4: Tagging, Captive care and release of Bengal slow loris:

Four confiscated Bengal slow lorises were tagged using radio collars and two of them were released in
Madhabkunda Eco Park and two in Satchari National Park. These lories were rescued by Wildlife Crime
Control Unit, WCCU of Bangladesh Forest Department and local community peoples from different
locations (Table-1). We nursed the loris for four to five days and proper diet and care were provided. The
consumption of food in captivity varies according to their age and body weight. Lorises ate avg. 115¢ food
daily. For nightlong observation in the enclosure, we installed two camera traps from different angle. After
health checkup, we tagged the lorises by radio collar transmitters and kept it in the rescue center to ensure
radio collar doesn’t create any inconvenience for the tagged individual. We ensured that (it’s feeding and
movement was normal) the loris was fit enough to survive in the wild. After releasing the loris in the wild
we tracked them and collected behavior data for at least three days as they settled down and choose a hew
territory. Besides locals were also trained to track the lorises during our absence. The reintroduced lorises

will be observed for one year.

Table 1: Radio collar tagging of confiscated Bengal slow loris in Madhabkunda Eco Park and
Satchari National park.

SL Tracking ID Name of Rescued from Released Sex Weight
NO the Loris in
1. 264924; 148.069 HSL | Madhobi Lakkhichara ~ Pan | MEP Female 1.213 kg

Punji, Barlekha

2. 264923; 148.048 HSL | Liton Haluaghat, MEP Male 1.17 kg
Mymemsing

3. 264922; 148.028 HSL | Anna Amtoli, Rangamati | SNP Female 0.910 kg

4, 264902; 148.008 HSL | Hasina Haluaghat, SNP Female 0.927 kg

Mymemsing




Figure 3: Radio collar tagging of Bengal slow loris.

Table 2: Sample diet fact sheet of Bengal slow loris in captivity.

Day Supplied Items Weight | Consumed Items Weight

Banana 899 Banana 899

Carrot 209 Tree Gum (RN, Alstonia 69
scholaris)

Cucumber 239 Tree Gum (fG91, Lannea 299
coromandelica)

Lory Nectar 1749

Day-1 Tree Gum (R, 51g

Alstonia scholaris)

Tree Gum (fGY91T, Lannea | 449

coromandelica)
Total consumption 124g




Banana 529 Banana 529
Tree Gum (RN, 33g Tree Gum (fG91, Lannea 199
Alstonia scholaris) coromandelica)
Tree Gum (FG9T, Lannea | 199 Insect larva 59
coromandelica)
Insect larva 5¢
Day-2 Lory Nectar 1749
Cucumber 20g
Total consumption 769
Tree Gum (FG9T, Lannea | 149 Tree Gum (FSY91T, Lannea 149
coromandelica) coromandelica)
Boiled Egg 459 Boiled Egg 359
Day-3  ["Lory Nectar 101g Banana 56
Banana 569
Total consumption 1059
Average 101.679g

Ecological data of tagged Bengal slow lorises has been collecting from two field sites. We are observing
each of the lorises for three days per month following focal animal sampling protocol (Nekaris 2001). The
location of lories was recorded every 15 minute of interval using portable GPS. We recorded the feeding
items and the methods of feeding (by licking, by hand, etc). The locations of sleeping trees were recorded
& marked and height was measured by using a portable Laser Range Finder. Moreover, Diameter at Breast

Height, DBH of the sleeping trees were measured using measuring tape.
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Figure 4: Captive care, release and observation of confiscated reintroduced lories.
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Writing data in MEP Tracking loris in SNP
Figure 5: Tracking and data collection of reintroduced Bengal slow lorises.
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Conserving the Bengal slow
loris in Bangladesh
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country. Very few know of
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Background Objectives

Fore51s of Bangladesh o . To assess the local people’s attitudes towards Bengal slow loris.
Logond

.

. To the hi loris i ion and litie uses of Bengal slow loris.
< ENDANGERED >
e 3] To develop ions of lories in the landscape.
labal & National Study area

UCN Status

Study site: 5 unions, under Rangamati
District, Chattagram Hill Tracts.

Chakma & Marma indigenous community,
Bengali people live along with the forest area.
® Most forest patches in the southeast are

sy

fragmented and have been cleared for
commercial teak plantations initiated at
British colonial period {Khan 2015).
Jhum cultivation is the main occupation

.
£

® Bengal slow loris i is) is the only primate found in
Bangladesh distributed in the eastern forest patches of the country.

@ Once lories were also found in the northern and north-central part and Khan (1987)
suggested that they extirpated from these Sal forests over last three decades.

of the people responsible for forest
destruction. z
Tepography: hilly and ranging frem 60m to
700m elevations above sea level.

® Few lorises were rescued from northern border areas (Nekaris et al. 2020) and single
individual was sighted at northcentral Madhupur forest by Ahmed and Rupom (2021) °
suggested their presence in the area.

® According to IUCN (2015) More than 50% population declined over last 20 years
because of massive habitat loss, hunting and poaching.

® Theii ion of h loris i i it icinal use,

Threatened and unigue wildlife such as
Elephas maximus, Ursus thibetanus,
Panthera pardus, Neofelis nebulosi,
Hoolock hoolock, Trachypithecus
phayrei etc. found in this area.

and cultural

loris ion are scanty.

Methods
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Survey: 27 Key informant [ Aymachari [15%,
{0ct 2022) - interviews M Shovolong
15;
S B Juraichari

i Traditional medicine doctors’,

local hunters, sellers, and traders
(05) Figure: Location & Ethnicity of locals nterviewed during field survey

Result

© Idigenous peope unt arises for consumpiona ke ool mslcines sing Frihesy  Memimees T
their body parts.

@ They believe, lorises can prevent fever, p , and g = No of Respondants
problems, as well as reduce pregnancy pain.

@ Talismans made of fur and muscle is considered effective against pain and ward off ghosts.

@ Medicinal value and poachers demand created a high market value ($20-$450 USD) of loris. /;

@ 12% of respondents stated that they have hunted and consumed loris, 7% admitted to - :
Keeping them as pets, and 11% traded loris at least once. ’ i

@ According to locals, lories are extirpated from several patches due to massive hunting.

@ Chakma community address them Tiger monkeys (“Bandar bagh”) because they beizve!-L : : :mm s

years

A

that lorises attack juvenile monkeys at night to feed on their blood.
@ Lorises around the houses of the Marma community are considered as sinister.

s

15 months

Discussion Recommendations

@ Bengal slow loris is well to all people of food value, and i ing locals in i iviti

medicinal use, pet trade, sinister and myth. & ities are ying needs to coexist indigenous
# The consumption rate of loris and other wildlife of diminution of people with nature.

their abundance in the wild. 7 Local people needs to be about the imp and role of loris in forest
® But the demand M loris is |ncreas|ng among the poachers. regeneration and maintenance.
® reported that the demand of their medicine i Alternative livelihoods and protein sources are required.

decreased and people are shifting towards modern drugs. © I‘mper implementation & monitoring of laws & acts against illegal poaching and logging.
@ Massive habitat ion for Jhum ivation, illegal logging and hunting are Supported By

threating the lories in long term survival.
® Lack of knowledge about the i lmpertanee of ﬁmsl, wildlife, nature and wildlife laws

of i people the
® Speclallzed nocturnal survey for i i ion, and habitat is ? ?

for ing conservation plan.
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